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[I ntroduction & Purpose]

In March 2004 Janes "lyouboushi" decided that he should try
to create the nost conplete RUROCUNI KENSHI N FAQ ever witten.
He set out on his journey with nineteen initial questions
and answers. Wanting to get the best exposure for his
creation he decided it would be best to post it on the

[adult sw m nessage board.

There it continued to grow to what it is today. Severa

ot her nenbers have asked questions that have made it into
the official FAQ and others still have hel ped in answering
them This is the fruit of their labor and it wll
hopeful ly continue to grow.

The purpose of this FAQis not to give away all the pl ot
points of the series or answer sinple questions that are
answered in the series (there are a few exceptions though).
The purpose of this FAQis to answer various other questions
t hat have been floating around and asked quite often, such
as "What is 'Sanmurai X and is it different?" It also
serves as information about the true history of Japan when
conpared to the history of RUROUNI KENSHI N

[How do | submt a question?]

Because we want to keep this FAQ growi ng, we' re accepting
questions on Janmes’ own personal board in addition to the LJ
conmunity. Posting themon the LJ conmmunity is guaranteed
way to get a response.

The URL to the LJ conmunity is:
http://community.|ivejournal.conlrkfaq/

For other links, and the nost updated version of this FAQ
check the website at:

http://iyouboushi.netfirns.conm rk/Kenshinfaqg. htm

[ want to host this FAQon ny site, is this okay?]

YES! W encourage Kenshin fans to do this! W want to help
spread the FAQ across the web so that everyone has access to
it. HOAEVER, there's just one rule that needs to really be

obeyed: DO NOT HOTLI NK THE FAQ FROM | YOUBOUSHI*S SITE!'! In
ot her words, *downl oad* the FAQ and *upload* it to your own

site then link to it there. Wuy?



First off, chances are it won’t even work (Netfirnms has a no
“hotl i nking" policy). Second off, it drains bandw dth which
woul d nmake it go down (and no one wants that). Third, it’s
just better if you host it fromyour own site.

Al'so, if you download it and host it, be sure to check back
occasionally for updated versions (nothing worse than seeing
a 6 nonth old FAQ when there’s a brand new version just

wai ting for people to view).

If you're unfamliar with how to upload or would rather nmake
It easier on yourself, just link to the website and | et
viewers cone download it thensel ves.

Thanks.

[ Tabl e of Content s]

Due to the increasing size of this docunent this section has
beconme a part of the website rather than inside this
docunent. If you' re wondering how to find out which
questions were asked: use the outline feature, sonetines
known as the "Navigation Pane" (usually accessed with F5) to
navi gate through the questions in this FAQ

"Il also restate: PLEASE DO NOT ASK QUESTI ONS THAT HAVE
ALREADY BEEN ANSWERED! Repeating questions will nost |ikely
be ignored nost of the tinme and you'll be told to check the
FAQ So don’t waste your, and our, tine.

[ General Questions]
VWHO CREATED RUROUNI KENSHI N? WHEN?

RURCUNI KENSHI N was created by Nobuhiro Watsuki. The first
t ankoubon vol une of the manga was published in 1994, wth
the first kanzenban vol une of the manga bei ng published in
2006. It ran in Shuukan Shounen Junp previous to it being
conpi l ed into tankoubon. The aninmated series began in 1996
and was shown on Thursday nights at 7:30 P.M

In case you' re wondering: Nobuhiro Watsuki was born May 26,
1970 and has nmade several other mangas including: Gun Bl aze
West, Busou Renkin, Rurouni: Meiji Swordsman Romantic Story
(two short stories that basically served as the RK pilot),
and Meteor Strike (a short story done for a Shounen Junp
artist conpetition).



HOW MUCH OF KENSHI N | S THERE?

Currently there are: 28 tankoubon vol unes, 22 kanzenban

vol unes (both consisting of 255 chapters total) if you don’t
count the special "Yahi ko no Sakabat ou" one-shot story or
the special that was printed in the "Kenshin Kaden" (which
was cal led "Haru ni Sakura"); 95 ani mated epi sodes; a
“"Menorial Box" episode; 2 specials; 1 90-mnute novie titled
"I'shin Shishi no Requieni; two OAVs consisting of 6 parts
total (the OQAVs are titled "Tsui okuHen" and "Sei souHen.")
and two novel s.

O course there’'s also a ton of fan-nmade doujinshi and
stories out there, but | don't consider that part of the
of ficial anount.

YOU RE WRONG, THERE' S ONLY 94 EPI SODES!

Actual ly, that’s not correct. There's 95 episodes total.
There’s al so a Kenshin Menorial Box episode that was
basically a sumrery of Tsui okuHen and the series. The 95th
epi sode is included on volune 22 of the English DVDs but the
Menorial Box episode is only available if you buy the
Japanese box set.

VWHAT ORDER SHOULD | WATCH READ THE SERI ES?

You can read all of the manga straight through. 1In fact,
it's preferred to read all of the manga BEFORE seeing the
series (this is the case with nost anine, by the way);
however, if you want to junp straight into the anine, here's
MY (1 youboushi’s) PERSONAL OPI NI ON on what order to watch it.
You may di sagree or feel differently.

Tsui okuHen [4 parts] -> Aninmated Series up to episode 62 ->
Read the manga from the begi nning of the Jinchuu Arc
(starting wth chapter 152, found in volunme 18) to the end ->
I shin Shishi no Requiem (novie) -> SeisouHen [2 parts] -> go
back and finish up the rest of the series (which ends with
fillers) and read the rest of the manga (it’'s up to you on
whi ch you want to do first).

madpi errot of [adult swin]’s nessage board suggests a
di fferent order, however.

Ani mated series up until episode 62 -> Tsui okuHen [4 parts] -
> finish wwth the manga and the rest of the series.



H s reason? "One of the greatest points about Kenshin is
not knowi ng anythi ng about his past and wondering about it
and asking questions just like all the other characters in
the show. |If you know all of that before you watch it seens
like it would take half the fun out of watching the show "
The manga doesn’t reveal his past (what’'s presented in

Tsui okuHen) until the end of chapter 164 in volune 19, hence
his decision to wait until md-series before watching it.

Ei ther way you choose, it will |et you experience the nost
out of the series for your first time. You ll get to see
how Kenshi n began (his origins are in Tsui okuHen), how he
meets the "Kenshin-gum ," the entire Kyoto Arc and then
you'll read the best arc of the entire series (the Jinchuu
Arc) then top it all off wth the novie and how t hey chose
to end the series conpletely (SeisouHen).

WHERE CAN | SEE THE SERI ES?

As of now Rurouni Kenshin is currently NOT show ng on any
channel s.

In the past, the series aired on Cartoon Network’s "Toonam "
bl ock. First on weekdays, it was soon noved to Saturday’s

at 10:30 PM EST. Keep in mnd that the Cartoon Network used
to air a seriously cut show that cut entire epi sodes and arcs.

The only other way to see the series right nowis to either
wat ch the DVDs or VHS tapes.

| f anyone knows of another channel that is airing the series,
l et me know.

VWHAT IS SAMURAI X? | S I T D FFERENT?

When the saga of RUROUNI KENSHI N was brought over, there was
a problemwth the rights when two different conpanies tried
to dub different parts of it. The series rights were owned
by Media Blasters. The OAVs and the notion picture, however,
wer e brought over by ADV. Because of |legal matters, ADV had
to find thensel ves a new nanme and settled for Samurai X
namng it after Kenshin's obvious scar. It is not different,
as they are all part of the sane "saga" and are all part of

t he story.

The official (original) nanmes for the OAVs and novie (as
stated in question 2) are:

Rur ouni Kenshin: Tsui okuHen (it has four parts)



Rur ouni Kenshin: Sei souHen (it has two parts)

Rur ouni Kenshin Mtion Picture: Ishin Shishi no Requi em

VWHAT | S TSU OKUHEN?

Tsui okuHen is the beginning of the saga. That is to say, it
shows Kenshin’s |ife when he was known as the Hitokiri

Battousai. |In all practicality, it’s the ani mated version

of when Kenshin pulls everyone aside to tal k about his past

in the Jinchuu Arc. 1In the manga his backstory begins at

the end of chapter 164 in volune 19. It is being sold in

the US under the titles "Samurai X Trust," "Sanmurai X
Betrayal " and "Sanmurai X: Trust and Betrayal - Director’s Cut."

The ani mated version uses quite a different art style (nore
realistic) and is EXTREMELY bl oody/ graphic. Wy all the

bl ood? Two reasons. First, because it’s Kenshin's life
during the Bakumatsu--a WARl  War is violent and brutal.
That’s just |ife. Second, because it’s an OQAV. QAVs have
nore freedomin the content side of things (they can show
graphi c viol ence and extrenme sex scenes) because they are
(usually) not going to be aired on TV so they don’t need to
worry about TV ratings and censors.

If you don’t want to see gushes of bl ood or nen being sliced
(literally) in half, I would recommend just reading the
manga versions, as it’s nowhere near as bad.

One ot her fact about the OAV/ backstory: it explains how
Kenshin received the X-shaped scar on his cheek. | won't be
covering this in the FAQ because | feel it is too big of a
spoiler and just reading it without seeing it takes away the
power and enotion behind it. Please don’t ask ne because |
refuse to answer. |If you seriously want to know w t hout

wat chi ng or reading, just look it up online.

As nmentioned before, there’'s four parts to it. Here' s the
title list for those four parts:

Kiru ko ("The Man of the Slashing Sword")
Mayoi Neko ("The Lost Cat")

Yoi sato Yama ("The Previous N ght at the Muntain Hone")

N

Juji Kizu ("The Cross-Shaped Wund")

Tsui okuHen was directed by Kazuhiro Furuhashi and was
rel eased in 1999 in Japan.



VWHAT | S SEI SOUHEN?

Sei souHen is sort of a "thank you" QAV created for the fans.
It takes place in Meiji 11 and 26. Part 1 was rel eased
Decenber 19, 2001. Part 2 aired February 25, 2002. Both of
these are conbi ned and sold on one DVD in the US under the
nanme "Samurai X: Reflection.”

The first part is sort of a short series recap told in the
perspective of Kaoru. It also inforns us that Kenshin has
gone off to China because a war is brewmng. The second part
continues wth the nmenories of Kaoru where she renenbers
speaking with Enishi (the main villain of the Jinchuu Arc)
and ends the series once and for all (in a sad way, |11
add). There are other points that | would nention but |
consider themto be spoilers so | don't want to.

Sei souHen was directed by Kazuhiro Furuhashi .

VWHAT | S THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN THE DI RECTOR' S CUT AND
ORI G NAL FOR TSUI OKUHEN?

There are a few mnor differences between the "Director’s
Cut" and the original cut for Tsui okuHen. The first being
that the original was released as four parts, and the DC was
rel eased as a two hour novie. The DC al so adds a few extra
scenes and tries to make it w descreen (nmeani ng sone of the
picture is cut off) even though the original was never done
that way. It also renoves sone of the background nusic.

WHAT |'S THE KENSHI N KADEN?

The Kenshin Kaden is an illustrated guide to the Rurouni
Kenshin manga. It contains thousands of panels, illustrations
fromthe Rurouni Kenshin manga series, guides to the
characters, weapons, martial arts techniques and battl es of
the manga story. A bonus full color section reprints a
speci al selection of color paintings, pin-up imges and

"Naru ni Sakura" by Nobuhiro Wt suki



VWHAT | S " YAH KO NO SAKABATQU' ?

Yahi ko no Sakabatou is a 42 page (43 with the cover) "one-
shot story" that ran in conbined issue 3-4 of Shuukan
Shounen Junp in 2000. It was also published in the Septenber
2006 i ssue of the American Shounen Junp. Watsuki has been
quoted as saying that this is his "final" Rurouni Kenshin

i nstal l nent and that he has noved onto new works.

*NOTE: This next paragraph contains a few spoilers for those
who have not read the end of the Rurouni Kenshin manga.
Pl ease skip this and cone back after you have.*

It takes place in the year Meiji 15 after Yahi ko has

i nherited the Sakabatou from Kenshin. Yahi ko and severa
others are being held hostage in a dojo by three escaped
prisoners. The story shows how Yahi ko handl es the situation
and how he has been shaped from Kenshin and Kaoru's ideals.

VWHAT | S "METEOR STRI KE"?

You' re probably wondering why I included this in a Kenshin
FAQ but it’s because it appears in the final volune of
Rurouni Kenshin (volunme 28) as a bonus story. Meteor Strike
Is a short 31-page story from Wat suki -sensei. He has
commented on it as saying "it's a bit different from RUROUN
KENSHIN and | think this will be a good story to inprove ny
future works.” It was originally done for a Shounen Junp
artist conpetition.

VWHAT IS "NARU NI SAKURA" THAT' S FOUND I N THE " KENSHI N KADEN"?

s a short, six page long, full colored nmanga that appears

It’
in the Kenshin Kaden. |It’'s basically the wap up of the series.

WHAT ARE THESE " NOVELS' THAT YOU MENTI ONED?

Believe it or not, Rurouni Kenshin was so popul ar that
novel s (actual novels) were created based on the series.
There were two novels. One was a conpletely original story
and the second was based on two sections of the series
(where Yahi ko has to save Tsubame and the other is where
Kenshin has to fight Jin-e). The novels can be found in
Japanese, Chi nese and Engli sh.



TI TLE: Rurouni Kenshin - The novel 1

contai ns "The Moon Up There" and "Sanosuke and the Ni shiKki-e"
AUTHOR: Nobuhi ro Wat suki and Kaoru Shi zuka

EDI TOR: Junp J Books

JAPANESE | SBN: 4-08-703051-2

ENGLI SH | SBN : 1421506041

ORI G NAL RELEASE: 10/ 04/ 1996

PACES: 236

TI TLE: Rurouni Kenshin - The novel 2
contai ns "Yahi ko's Fight" and "Bl ack Hat"
AUTHOR: Nobuhi ro Wat suki and Kaoru Shi zuka
EDI TOR: Junp J Books

JAPANESE | SBN: 4-08-703063-6

ENGLI SH | SBN : unrel eased

ORI G NAL RELEASE: 10/03/1997
PAGES: 244

VWHAT ARE ALL THE STORY ARCS?

In ny eyes there are three main story arcs in the series,

not including the special Yahiko story of the Kenshin Kaden.
Here’s a list of the story arcs and the episode #s and nmanga

chapters. The episode #s skipped inmply that they are
fillers, not part of the actual story arcs. They are:

* Tokyo Arc
TV episodes: 1 to 12, 19 to 21, 23 to 24

Manga chapters: 1 to 47

* Kyoto Arc
TV epi sodes: 28 to 62
Manga chapters: 48 to 151

* Jinchuu Arc (al so known as the "Revenge Arc")

TV epi sodes: not ani mated, though it does nmeke a brief (and
horribly nutil ated) appearance in the Sei souHen CQAV.

Manga chapters: 165 to 178



There are other "arcs" that were created for the ani mated
series only. Renmenber, these are all fillers and are not
part of the manga in any way. They are:

* Shinbara Arc (al so known as the "Christian Arc"), episodes
67 to 76

* M sc (Knight/Medicine and Magi ¢ epi sodes): episodes 76 to 94

WHAT ARE THE TI TLES OF THE ENGLI SH DVDS?

Here's a list of all 22 English DVD titles and which arcs
they fall under.

[ Tokyo Arc]

01. The Legendary Swordsnman

02. Battle in the Monlight

03. The Shadow Elite

04. Fal se Prophet

05. Renegade Sanurai

06. The Fl ames of Revol ution

[Kyoto Ar c]
07. Shadow of the Wl f
08. lce Blue Eyes
09. Heart of the Sword
10. Between Life and Death
11. Faces of Evi
12. Blind Justice
13. Innocence and Experience
14. Fire Requiem

[Fillers]

15. Firefly’'s Wsh
16. Son of God

17. Holy War

18. Fall From Grace
19. Dreans of Youth
20. Soul I ess Kni ghts
21. A Shinobi’s Love
22. End Song

WHAT ARE THESE " SPECI ALS"?

The specials are episodes that are not part of the series.
They were generally aired as a review of certain things to
prepare the viewer for upcom ng episodes/story arcs.
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There are two serious specials and one very short special (I
listed it above that you may not even consider it as a
special since it’'s so short). The three are: An episode
review starring Yahi ko and Kaoru as Plushies, a Hiten

M tsurugi Ryuu Techni que episode, and a very short "Oo
Monent s" speci al .

REVI EW EPI SODE

This episode aired right before episode 45. It is considered
the funniest of the three because Kaoru and Yahi ko were
hosting the episode as plushies. Included in this was a

very basic summary of Kenshin (who he was and how he cane to
be in Tokyo with Kaoru & the gang); "H nmura Kenshin's

G eatest Hts" (basically himusing his Hten Mtsurugi Ryuu
noves on various opponents, though it doesn’'t go into detai
of how they work |ike the techniques special); a feature
showi ng Kaoru getting angry over and over (simlar to the
O o special) with Kaoru commenting "Hey, Yahiko! Are you

I mpl yi ng that Kenshin is nore afraid of ne than of them|[the
villains]?" and her plushie crying in a corner. It finished
with nore summary tal king about the Kyoto saga and how t hey
|l ead up to episode 46. At the very end of the episode the
two plushies say that there’s nore to conme in the series and
that they hope you watch.

TECHNI QUES EPI SODE

Simlar to the "H nura Kenshin's G eatest Hts" fromthe
first special, this episode goes through every technique of
the Hten Mtsurugi Ryuu and explains how it works. First
they show a clip of the anime (for exanple: Kenshin facing
Senkaku) | eading up to where Kenshin uses a technique (in
this exanpl e he used Ryuu Shou Sen). Next they would cut
away to a black screen with the technique name witten out
and begin analyzing it piece by piece. 1In the exanple with
Ryuu Shou Sen here is what it had to say:

H TEN M TSURUG RYUU
RYUU SHOU SEN

"As the nane inplies*, the technique rises towards the
eneny’s throat. This is a very lethal attack. The eneny’s
falling weight conbines with Kenshin's upper-thrust and
delivers nore danage than a regular attack would."

The special would then resune with another clip of another
villain and another technique. At the end there's a preview
for the Shinbara Arc and it tells you that the first ep of
that arc will air a week fromthe day the special aired (and
that they hope you watch it).

* Ryuu Shou Sen literally nmeans "R sing Dragon Fl ash”
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ORO MOMENTS:
Being only a minute long is what causes nost people to think
this isn't a special. Basically it’s about 50 seconds of

Kenshin going "ORO " over and over again (different scenes).
Pretty funny regardless if you think it’s a special or not.

VWHAT DVD ARE THE SPECI ALS ON?

| hate to break it to everyone here in Anerica, but as of
now t he specials have not been translated and brought over
here. So, to answer the question, they' re not found on any
DVD. You' re out of luck. Sorry.

WLL THEY EVER ANI MATE THE JI NCHUU ARC?

| seriously doubt it. A little fact tinme: they had
originally planned to animate it in the series (if you can
read the Japanese credits you'll notice they credit sone of
t he Jinchuu characters) and Tonoe was shown in ending #6,
but since the ratings dropped after they went to nmaking al
the fillers (in addition to losing their budget as a result
of this), they canceled it before they could. They then

ani mated sonme of it (poorly) in SeisouHen and a gut feeling
tells me that’'s about as far as they're going to go with it.
| could be wong, however.

ARE THERE ANY KENSHI N GAMES?

Yes! There are three total. There are two for the Sony

Pl aystation. There's a fighting gane and an RPG  The
fighting game is titled "Rurouni Kenshin: |shin Gekitouhen”
and the RPGis titled "Rurouni Kenshin: Miji Kenyaku
Romant an: Juuyuushi [ nbou Hen."

The PSX fighting gane is fairly basic but has ten playable
characters: Kenshin, Sanosuke, Sano as Zanza, Jin-e,

Hyott oko, Hannya, Shikijou, Aoshi, Kaoru and Saitou.
There's also alternate outfits for the characters and the
ability to use Sano’ s Zanbatou during the gane.

The RPG takes place after the Kyoto Arc. It does not star
any of the main characters, but it is possible to get them
in your party to help you.

On Septenber 14, 2006, a PS2 gane titled "Rurouni Kenshin:
Enj you! Kyoto Rinne" was rel eased. The gane takes pl ace
during the Kyoto arc and follows the series fairly closely.
The gane play is very simlar to a Devil May Cry type.
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Pl ayabl e characters include Kenshin, Sano, Saitou and Aoshi.

VWHAT NOVEL DI D WATSUKI REFER TO AS HI S ’ BI BLE WHEN WRI TI NG
RURCUNI  KENSHI N?

That was "Mdeyo Ken" (Burning Sword) by Shiba Ryoutarou. He
al so used "Shi nsengum Keppuur oku” al so by Shi ba Ryout ar ou.
" munaware right nowif there is an English translation
avai | abl e.

WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THE ENGLI SH DVD BOX SETS?

There's seveal box sets that have been released in Anerica
that contain all of the series and the OAVs. Here's the titles:

Prem er Box set #1: Rurouni Kenshin Wandering Sanur ai
Prem er Box set #2: Rurouni Kenshin Legend of Kyoto
Premi er Box set #3: Rurouni Kenshin Meiji Era

Samurai X - OVA Col l ection

Sanurai X - Director’s Cut Collection

Econony Box TV season 1

Econony Box TV season 2

Econony Box TV season 3

HOW ARE THE ENGLI SH DvVD BOX SETS SPLIT UP? (THAT IS, WH CH
EPI SODES ARE | N WH CH BOX SET?)

Prem er box set #1 contains episodes 01 to 28.

Prem er box set #2 contains episodes 29 to 62.

Prem er box set #3 contains episodes 63 to 95.

The "Samurai X' boxset contains the two OAVs.

The "Samurai X' Director’s Cut Collection contains the two
Director’s Cuts of the QAVs

The Econony box sets are the sanme as the prem ers except the
econony box sets do not contain no custom sl eeves for each
DVD and no del uxe box to hold themin.

Not e: none of the boxsets contain the |ost specials or the
Menori al Box epi sode.

WHAT' S THIS | HEAR ABOUT DOUBLE SI DED COVERS FOR TSUI OKUHEN
THE MOVI E AND SEI SOUHEN?

If you are not currently aware, the non-box and bl ack box
sets of Tsui okuHen, SeisouHen and the RK novie have
reversi bl e covers.
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On one side is the "Sanmurai X' artwork and on the backsi de

of it is artwork wth the original "Rurouni Kenshin"

(witten in Japanese) name. |f you haven't already seen
them | suggest checking out the Tsui okuHen artwork for sure,
as it’'s beautiful.

WHAT IS TH S JAPANESE BOX SET | HEAR ABOUT?

It is a huge box set containing all of the tel evision

epi sodes, both theater versions of the OAVs, and presumably
the novie. It was released on Decenber 20, 2006. It also
cones with several art books and various extra gifts (such

as a small nodel of a sakabatou). The box set runs about
84,000 yen retail (sone places will offer it for about 64, 000
yen) including tax.

[ Ordering Questions]
WHERE DO | ORDER/ GET THE MANGA (ALL VERSI ONS) ?

If you' re looking for the original Japanese tankoubon

rel ease, or the new kazenban (perfect) volunes, you can find
bot h at SASUGA JAPANESE BOOKSTORE (www. sasugabooks. com or
AVAZON JAPAN (www. amazon. co.jp). The English versions of

t he tankoubon can be found at Amazon (www. anazon.com .

VWHERE DO | ORDER/ GET THE SERI ES/ CAVS/ MOVI E?

You can find themin nost stores that sell anime. Online,
AMAZON. COM i s still your best bet.

WHERE DO | ORDER THE NOVELS?

For the Japanese or Chinese versions you will have to inport
them Check out SASUGA JAPANESE BOOKSTORE

(www. sasugabooks. com) for one such place to order them WVIZ
Media is translating and releasing themin English to the
United States and Canada. Check your | ocal bookstore.



14.

VWHAT IS A SAKABATQU? CAN | OBTAI N ONE?

Literally, "sakabatou" translates to "reverse-bl ade katana"
and that’s what it is. The Sakabatou is the weapon Kenshin
uses because the blade is on the other side, making it
harder for himto kill soneone. Make no m stake though, if
he wanted to, he could easily kill with the dull edge as
wel | (imagine a netal baseball bat being slamed into you by
Kenshin and you' Il get the picture). Yes, you CAN obtain a
real Sakabatou, however, IT S A REAL WVEAPON! It’'s NOT a toy.
You can SERIQUSLY injure yourself if you re playing around
with it (even nore-so than a normal katana because the bl ade
is on the inside instead of out). You can buy one at

KNI GHT' s EDGE. http://ww. kni ght sedge. com swor ds/ r ever se-

bl ade- sword. ht m |’ve al so been infornmed that many ani ne
conventions in the US will carry and sell Sakabatou replicas
for around $30~$60.

VWHERE DO | ORDER/ GET THE ENGLI SH BOX SETS?

You can find the (pretty expensive) box sets at AMAZON. COM
(ww\v. amazon.con). | imagine you can find them at ot her
stores as well (check your local video store).

VWHERE DO | ORDER/ GET THE JAPANESE BOX SET?

You can find the Japanese box set for sale on Arazon Japan
(ww\. amazon. co. j p) for a whopping 63,000 yen (which is about
$551.23). As far as | know, this is the cheapest place to
order it from

WHERE DO | ORDER THE GAMES?

The PSX ganes are |ong out of print, so EBAY (ww. ebay. com
is nore than likely your only shot at obtaining these.
There is al so anot her site,

http://ww. t oysnj oys. com psxi nport_r.htm, that may sel
them Buy at your own ri sk.

The PS2 gane, however, can be purchased via Play Asia
(ww. pl ay-asi a.com) and will run about $34.90.

Pl ease note that you will need a Japanese PSX or PS2 to run
t he ganes.

[ Musi c-rel ated Questi ons]
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VWHAT ARE THE OPENI NG CLOSI NG THEMES? WHAT EPI SCDES ARE THEY
USED FOR?

If it’s one thing everyone knows about Kenshin, it’'s that it
has sonme great opening and closing thenes. And yes, there's
quite a few of them with many of them being really

addi ctive and just plain wonderful. If you re curious on
what they are, who the artist is and what episodes they
aired with, look no further.

*Openi ngs

#. Title Arti st Epi sodes
1. Sobakasu Judy and Mary 01 - 38
2. 1/2 Kawanot o Makot o 39 - 82
3. Kimi N Fureru Dake De Curio 83 - 95

* Note that there is also an English version of "Sobakasu"
sung by Sandy Fox.

*Endi ngs

#. Title Arti st Epi sodes
1. Tactics The Yel |l ow Monkey 01 - 12

2. Namida wa Shitteiru Suzukaze Mayo 13 - 27

3. Heart of Sword ~Yoake mae~ TM Revol ution 28 - 38

4. Fourth Avenue Cafe L"Arc En G el 39 - 42

5. Heart of Sword ~Yoake mae~ TM Revol ution 43 - 49

6. It’s Gonna Rain Bonni e Pi nk 50 - 66

7. 1/3 no junjouna kanjou Si am Shade 67 - 82

8. Dane! [ zum You 83 - 95

I f anyone wonders, the song that is nore often-than-not
associated with RKis "Heart of Sword." |[If you' ve ever seen
the way Toonam decided to air the credits, the nusic that
plays is Heart of Sword (although I'Il point out that not

only do they air the wong song per episodes, they also air
the wong footage in the background--all of that is fromthe
openi ng, Sobakasu).

And one |ast note: the opening thene to the RK novie (Ishin
Shishi no Requien) is "Niji" performed by L Arc~en~Ci el .

HOW MANY SOUNDTRACKS ARE THERE?

Alot. Here's alist (hopefully conplete):
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Rur ouni Kenshi OoSsT 1
Rur ouni Kenshi OSsT 2
Rur ouni Kenshi OSsT 3
Rur ouni Kenshi OST 4
Rurouni Kenshin OST - The Director’s Edition

OST - The Brilliant Edition
Songs Al bum 1

Songs Al bum 2

Best Theme Col | ecti on

Tsui okuHen OST

Sei souHen OST

Motion Picture OST

Gane 1 OST

Gane 2 OST

Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh
Rur ouni Kensh

5SS 3 033033330535 35335 S5

In addition, there’s a "Rurouni Kenshin Conpl ete CD Box"
that contains the four TV OSTs, the two QAV OSTs, the novie
OST, the two game OSTs, an Openi ng&Cd osi ng theme col |l ection,
and the two Character Songs al buns.

There is also a "Premum Col | ection" set that contains three
CDs. The first CD contains nine tracks of openings and

cl osings; the second CD contains 11 tracks that are
background nusic; the |last CD contains 10 tracks that are
from Tsui okuHen.

VHO COVMPOSED THE SOUNDTRACKS?

Taku Iwasaki did the two OQAVs soundtracks
Taro Iwashiro did the Mwvie soundtrack
Various people did the rest of the soundtracks

WHERE CAN | FIND THE LYRICS TO THE OPENI NG & ENDI NG SONGS?

Your best bet is to try a place |ike ANIME LYRI CS
(www. ani mel yrics. conj.

VHY WAS ' HEART OF SWORD USED TW CE AS AN ENDI NG?

| have heard two reasons. First being that it was the nost
popul ar of the ending songs. However, | don’t think this
was the real reason. The second reason, and perhaps | esser
known, is that there were drug charges brought up agai nst

L’ Arc~en~Ciel (who did the 4th ending "Fourth Avenue Cafe").
Because of this Sony pulled their song and replaced it wth
"Heart of Sword" with the 4th ending s footage.
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VWHAT | S THE BACKGROUND PI ECE THAT PLAYS WHEN KENSHI N SAYS
H S FAREVELLS TO KAORU BEFORE LEAVI NG TO KYOTO ( EPI SODE 31) ?
I CAN T SEEM TO FIND I T ON ANY OFFI Cl AL KENSHI N OST.

The song is Internezzo Synfonica. | believe this song was
conposed by Pietro Mascagni. |'mpretty sure that they were
given the right to include it in the show (epi sode 31) but
weren’'t given the right to include it on any of the OSTs,
hence why you can’'t find it on any.

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE SONG THAT PLAYS | N EPI SODE 24 WHEN
SANO FI GHTS KENSHI N?

The nane of the song is "Kokoro no Hadaka" which roughly
transl ates to "Nakedness of the Heart." This song is on the
"Rurouni Kenshin: Character Inmage Song I1" album It’s not
found anywhere else (i.e. you can’t find it on any of the TV
OSTs). Another really interesting point about this song is
that it’s sung by Yuji Ueda, who voi ced Sanosuke in the
ori gi nal Japanese version.

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE SONG THAT USUALLY PLAYS WHEN KENSHI N
SAVES SOVEONE | N THE TOKYO ARC?

It was rather difficult to try and phrase this question but
basically the question was what was the popul ar song that

plays a lot in the Tokyo Arc, usually when Kenshin ends up
saving the day? The answer is Kim Wa Dare W Manotte Ilru
(acoustic version). The song can be found on the first TV OST.

HOW MANY TRACKS ARE THERE FOR THE SElI SOUHEN OST?

Thi s question came fromthe difference between the origina
Sei souHen OST and the extended version found within the
Compl ete CD Box Set. The original OST contains 18 tracks
(ending wth the song "Pie jesu"). The extended version
adds an additional two tracks, bringing the total to 20.
The two tracks are "You By My Side (extended version)" and
"Eternal ."

DCES TSUI OKUHEN HAVE AN EXTENDED OST?

No. Unlike SeisouHen, which got an additional two tracks in
the Conplete CD Box Set, the track list for Tsui okuHen is
exactly the sane.
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VWHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THE ANI METAL KENSHI N SONGS?

Ani nmetal , a popul ar netal group in Japan, produced three
songs related to the "Rurouni Kenshin" series. One is

cal |l ed "Shukutei Kenzan," another is called "The Juppongat ana"
and the final one is called "Towa no Mrai." They can be
found on the Best Thene Col | ecti on.

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE SONG THAT SAYO AMAKUSA PLAYS ON THE
Pl ANO I N EPI SODE 727

The song is Beethoven's Piano Sonata No. 14 in C sharp
m nor - -better known as the Monlight Sonata. You won’t
find it on any of the Kenshin OSTs.

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE SONG THAT PLAYS I N EPI SODE 61 WHEN
KENSHI N WAKES AND GETS UP?

The song is the second novenent of Beethoven's Sonata No. 8
in C mnor--better known as Adagi o Cant abil e.

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE SONG THAT PLAYS | N EPI SCDE 26 AFTER
SHURA SAVES KENSHI N?

"Tsui oku ~in the Past~" fromthe fourth tel evision soundtrack.
O at least that’'s what it’s called on the 4th TV OST in the
"Conpl ete CD Box Set." The part this question is referring

to doesn't take up the entire song, it’s just part of it.

[ Ani mat ed-rel ated Questions (series, QOAVs, novie)]
WAS SEI SOUHEN WRI TTEN BY NOBUHI RO WATSUKI ?

Sadly, no. SeisouHen was witten by Rei ko Yoshida. |If it
had been witten by Watsuki there's a good chance it

woul dn’t have ended the way it did as Watsuki has been
quoted as preferring happy endings (such as the way the
manga ends).
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PLOT HOLE! KENSHI N SHOULDN T HAVE HI' S SCAR I N (I NSERT
FLASHBACK) , RI GHT?

Thi s has been brought up quite often now, and I want to
address it in here, hopefully w thout giving away too many
spoilers. But before answering the question we need to
understand that after Kenshin received his full scar he
continued to fight in the revolution, except that he was no
| onger a shadow hitokiri--that role was filled by Shishio.
Al so, Kenshin never fought Saitou or Ckita when he was stil
a shadow hitokiri, he only fought them AFTER he was no

| onger in that role. This nmeans he had his scar when he
fought Saitou for the first time. |In fact, if you watch the
| ast bit of Tsui okuHen Saitou nentions that he had heard of
Kenshin by his description (red hair, cross-shaped scar on
hi s cheek) before they fight.

So now to address the flashback questions and whet her or not
the scar on Kenshin's cheek is a plot hole. There are two
types of flashbacks used in the TV series version of Kenshin.
The first is when Kenshin was still in the war, fighting to
make a better tonorrow. This type of flashback can be from
Kenshi n remenbering or sonmeone else (like Jin-e or Saitou).
Regardl ess, they're fromthe war. The second is when Hi ko
I's remenbering Kenshin's past, aka when Kenshin was still in
training. There are no plot hol es because the war fl ashbacks
are always after he has received his scar. For exanple, the
fl ashbacks of Kenshin fighting Saitou take place after he
received his scar (renenber, he never fought Saitou before

t hen).

In short answer: no, they're not plot holes in the TV

epi sodes. The war fl ashbacks take place once Kenshin was no
| onger a shadow hitokiri and thus has the full scar on his
cheek. And the Hi ko flashbacks are also correct since he
doesn’t have his scar in any of them

ARE THERE NAZI S | N KENSHI N?

No. The reason this question is asked is because Swasti kas
appear on screen during one of the fillers. People
natural |y assune that Swasti kas = Nazis, when this is just
not true. Everyone has to understand that the synbol, the
swasti ka, has been in use | ooooooong before Hitler ever took

it and made it into an "evil" synmbol. It is thought that
the first nmention or use of the synbol was in the holy texts
of Hnduism It was commonly used in Indic religions, |ike

Buddhisim Its traditional meaning was "good | uck” or "well
being" (literally "it is good"). So even though they are
shown in Kenshin, they don’'t nean that they’ re nazis.
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One nore reason why the Swasti ka synbol could not represent
the Nazis in Kenshin: Kenshin takes place in the 1800's and
the Nazis didn't cone around until the 1900 s.

One nore note: Cartoon Network has basically refused to
show t he epi sodes where swasti kas have appeared. The only
way to see themis to watch the DVDs.

WHO WAS SHI SHI O REFERRI NG TO WHEN HE TOLD SAI TQU " YQU'
DURI NG EXPLAI NI NG WHAT HAPPENED TO H M AFTER THE REVOLUTI ON?

The question was: Wen Shishio was talking to Saitou after
being struck in the head with a Gatotsu, he specifically
said "you" to Saitou, referring to who knocked hi mout and
shot him WAs he referring to Saitou hinself or the people
he wor ked for?

My answer is that |'mpositive that Shishio was referring to
the Meiji governnment. Renenber that by that tinme Saitou was
wor ki ng for the governnent and it was the governnment that
burned him He was generali zi ng.

VWHO IS THAT MYSTERI QUS G RL I N THE ENDI NG CREDI TS OF
EPI SCDES 67- 827

Those who have seen Tsui okuHen will recognize it instantly:
it’s Tonobe, Enishi’s sister. The series was originally
going to animate the Jinchuu Arc but was waiting for Watsuk
to get further ahead in the manga. Wile waiting they aired
filler episodes, which caused the ratings to die and thus
killed the show.

VWHAT NETWORKS HAVE SHOWN RUROUNI  KENSHI N?

Japan - Fuji Television

Argentina, Mexico and The US - Cartoon Network

Brazi | - Rede G obo & Cartoon Network
Russi a - STS

Puerto Rico - Tel emundo Puerto Rico

I ndi a - Ani max
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WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THE ANI ME EPI SCDES AND WHEN DI D THEY
ORI G NALLY Al R?

EP #
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12

13
14

15
16

17
18
19

20

21
22

23
24

25

Al R- DATE

1996-01-10
1996-01-17
1996- 01- 24
1996-01-31
1996- 02- 07
1996- 02- 14
1996-02-21
1996- 02- 28
1996- 03- 06
1996-03-13
1996- 04- 24
1996- 05-01

1996- 05-08
1996- 05-15

1996- 05- 22
1996- 06- 05

1996- 06-12
1996- 06- 19
1996- 06- 26

1996-07-10

1996-07-17
1996-07-31

1996- 08- 14
1996- 08-21

1996- 08- 28

JAPANESE TI TLE (transl at ed)

The Handsone Swordsman of Legend
The Bratty Sanurai. ..

Way Don’t You Beconme My Student ?
The Swordsman in Sorrow.

The Man That Cuts The Past
One Word: Evil.
The Fi ghter Sanosuke Appears

Sakabat ou vs. Zanbat ou.

At the Battle s End!

Vi sitor From The Darkness. . .

The Kurogasa Appears

Fight to the Death Under the Mbon..
Protect the Ones You Love!

A New Battle! The Mysterious and
Beauti ful Woman Who Junped in Suddenly
The Utimte Stealth Arny. ..

The Dreaded Oni wabanshul!

Aoshi ... The Man So Scary as to
Seem Al nost Beauti f ul

Farewel |, the Utimte Men

The C ash of Light and Darkness
The Birth of a Junior Sanurai!
First Disciple, Yahiko' s Battle
You Can Do It! Toramaru's Dosuko
To Save a Small Life!l Challenge!
Doct or Megum !

The Operation Starts!

The Terrorist G oup Jinputai
Take a Pl edge!

The Hi dden Sword Techni que,

Shi den No Tachi

Bl ast to Your Dream

The Adventure of Marino the Flying Bullet
Run!

Yahi ko, Bring the Sakabatou Back!

Rai juuta’s Desire.

Vision of a

For bi dden Enpire

Shi nkoryuu’ s Revi ved!

Show of Evil,Utimte

Killing Techni que!

The Nightmare Falls Apart!

Rai juuta’s Dream

First Time! Crazy, |nsane

Steam Engine Train Trip
Bet rayed by Sanosuke?!
M dni ght Fi ght!
Sanosuke vs. Kenshin Again!
Scarl et Piratel

Jour ney

Greetings of Fate



22.

An | ncarnation of Thunder Storni
The Mysterious Nobility of the
Femal e Pirate Shura

Fer oci ous Fi ghting Isl and!
Prelude to a New Threat.
The Shadow of the Wolf is Drawi ng Near
The U timte Fatal Rival

The Wayl ay of the Desperate Fangs

Evil Mnster of Revenge. ..

Shi shi o Makoto’ s Pl ot!

Newer Reachi ng Feelings...

Kenshin’s Departure

Changi ng Tears to Courage!

The Pat h Chosen by Kam ya Kaoru

Time to Be the Strongest Warrior!
Aoshi’s New Battl e!
The Little Thief...
Deceptive Looks!
Occupi ed Vil l age!
Ever d oser!
After the End of the Dynasty.

First Meeting of Kenshin and Shishio
Shock!

Sakabat ou Broken. ..

Soujirou "The Heavenly Sword" vs.

Kenshi n

Sanosuke, The Secret of Patience...
Chal | enge the Hakai Priest, Anji

The Man Who Makes Sakabat ou. .

Arai Shakku s Mast er pi ece!

Col d Bl ooded Sanur ai !

Battl e wi th Juppongat ana Chou!

A Hi dden Techni que of Hiten

M tsurugi Ryuu!

Reuni on with Master Hi ko Seij uurou!

Al'li ance Agreed! The Day Wen

Shi shi o and Aoshi Unite!

Bet ween Life and Deat h!

Successi on Techni que, Mast er ed.

Ama Kakeru Ryuu no Hiraneki

Battle of Indignation, Gathering

Hi s Strongest, Juppongat ana!

I n- bet ween epi sodes 44 and 45**

Bl own Away! The Battl eship

Rengoku, Stop Its Sail s!

Bur ni ng Rengoku! Shi shio Makoto’'s Fortune

Scarlet Pirate

Maki machi M sao’ s

Shishio’'s Evil Shadow,

Crush! Futae No Kiwam . Pain of
Sanosuke’ s Fi st!
The Focus of H's Gaze, Anji’s

New Refl ecti on

Tear Up Kenshin and Kaoru
26 1996- 09- 04
27 1996- 10- 16
28 1996- 10- 30
29 1996- 11- 06
30 1996- 11- 13
31 1996- 11- 27
32 1996-12- 04
33 1996-12-11
34 1997- 01- 08
35 1997- 01- 15
36 1997-01- 22
37 1997-01- 29
38 1997- 02- 05
39 1997-02-12
40 1997-02- 19
41 1997-02- 26
42 1997- 03- 05
43 1997-03-12
44 1997-03-19
**Speci al #1 aired
45 1997-04- 16
46 1997-04- 23
47 1997-04- 30
48 1997-05-14
49 1997- 05- 28

A WIf Sees the Shingan.
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51
52
53
54

55
56

57

58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

68
69

1997- 06- 04
1997-06-11
1997-06- 18
1997-06- 25
1997-07-02

1997-07-09
1997-07-16

1997-08-06

1997-08-13
1997-08- 20
1997-09-03
1997-09-10
1997-09-17
1997-10- 14
1997-10-28
1997-11-04
1997-11-11
1997-11-18

1997-11-25
1997-12-02

Expl osi ve Zero Gatotsu

Time To Keep A Prom se.

Kenshin and Aoshi Battle Once Agai n!
Now I's The Tine To Awaken. ..

True and Perfect Sol ution

Mracle In The Mki ng!

The Battle at Aoiya Conti nues

A G ant versus Superman

Saving Grace at the Edge of Despair
Hi ten versus Shukuchi. Soujirou,
God's Gft to Nature

Tragedy in the Storm Soujirou’ s Past
Fight To The Limt! Shun Ten Satsu
vs Ama Kakeru Ryuu No Hiraneki

Two Men Betting Their Lives on

the End of the Dynasty. Shishio
versus Kenshin, Final Battle!

WIIl The Era Inherit Shishio?
Kenshin's Most Critical Mnent!

Luck Hasn't Run Qut Yet! Warrior
Spirit Revived Again

The One Wo Permts Victory.

Shi shi o versus Kenshin, Last Stage!
Remai ni ng Juppon Gat ana.

Choi ce of Life!

Kyoto... Engraved Menory.

Starting Wth Fulfilled Feelings
Legend of The Wshing Fireflies.

The Grl Wio Waits For Her Sword Master
Prince Yahi ko’s Born?
Debut on Hi gh Society
Find Qut M ssing Treasure!
G eat Treasure Hunting Dog,
Happy Kaor u!

Kenshin’s Proposal!
Shi ni ng Legendary Swor d!
Mysteri ous Swordnaster,
Amakusa Shougo

A Medal lion of Destiny.
Sanosuke and Sayo Meet
The Pl ace of Battle.

Shi mabar a!

Not ar o
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70
71
72
73

74
75

76
77
78

79

80
81
82
83

84
85

86
87
88

1997-12-09
1997-12-16
1998-01- 06
1998-01-13

1998-01- 20
1998-01- 27

1998-02-03
1998-02-10
1998-02-17

1998-02- 24

1998-03-03
1998-03-10
1998- 04- 14
1998-04-21

1998- 05-05
1998-05-19

1998- 05- 26
1998- 06- 02
1998- 06- 09

Judgenent Day of

Who i s the Chosen

The Inpact of the Rai Ryu Sen.
Kenshin is Sentenced to the Dark!
Kai ou” s Conspiracy.

Shougo’ s Trapped!

The Rem ni scent Days. ..

Shougo and Sayo’ s Pai nful Past
Evil Wth a Sneer!

Shouzo, Karyu' s Danaged

in the Explosion

Sanosuke’ s Tears. ..

Et ernal Separation Between Them
Final Holy Battle...

Crash Toget her Two

Ama Kakeru Ryuu No Hiraneki!
The Sea of Departure...

Hope WII Surf Over the Sadness
H nura Doj o i n Shinonoseki ?
Anot her Battousai Appears

The G rl Wio Longs For Her Art
Student... Love Shock in

Hakone Hot Spri ngs

Kat su Kai shu and Kenshin. ..
Fated Survivors Fromthe End

of the Edo Dynasty

he Never Ending of Edo Dynasty. ..
Kai shu’s M ssion of Fate

Ben Aoi’s Trap... CGhosts of

the Edo Dynasty Haunt Kai shul
The Deci si on of Katsu Kai shu.
The Truth Beyond the Era

Yut aro Returns.

The Anbitions of the Bl ack Knights

H de in the Shadows

Sanada Ninja and the Divine Medicine.

Their Leader, M sanagi’'s Goa

A Puzzling Journey.

The Trap of Holy Crossing

Has Been Lai d!

Danci ng Underground. Red Day Fly
Cutthroat! Sanada Sasshin
Schneider’s Bet. The Col | apse of
t he Bl ack Knights

Two Ot her Directions.

24.
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Yahi ko and Yutaro’s Eternal Prom se
89 1998- 06- 16 To My Angel M sao..
Speci al Delivery from Kyoto
90 1998- 06- 23 Fusui’s Surprise Attack!
The Mystery of the Satanic Pentagram
91 1998-07-21 Resi st the Fusui’s Magi cal Power.
Next Target: the Kam ya Doj o!
92 1998- 08- 04 Tokyo’s Under Martial Law
Strike of the Spiral Wapon,
Ryu Myaku
93 1998-08-18 The Eneny Awaits in Senjo Gahara!
Searching for the Hisui Crest
94 1998- 09- 08 The El egy of the Wnd and the
Wat er .
Now They Make Desperate
Efforts Here!
95 Bet ween Scarl et and Eneral d
are in the Boom of the Waves

[ Manga-rel at ed Questi ons]

IN VOLUME 11, CHAPTER 85, OF VIZ'S RK TRANSLATI ONS HI KO
TELLS KENSHI N "AFTER ALL, SHI SH O MUSTN T BE LEFT AS THE -
ONLY- H TEN M TSURUG STUDENT." WHAT G VES? DID VIZ MAKE A
M STAKE OR DID THEY GET IT RI GHT AND COUNTLESS FANS GOT | T
VRONG?

It is a mstake. Shishio has never been a pupil of Hi ko nor
does he know anything of Hten Mtsurugi Ryuu save for "Ryuu
Shou Sen" that Kenshin used on Senkaku while he watched.

The Iine that is being mstranslated is "nandakanda itte
Hiten mtsurugi Ryuu no kenkaku toshite Shishio wo houtteoku
wa keni ha ikandarou."

| translated this (using the original kana/kanji in front of
me) to: "What is it? It is needless to say that as a
swordsman of Hiten Mtsurugi Ryuu there is no way that | can
I gnore Shi shio."

["’mstill |earning Japanese so ny translation may be a
little rough, but it should still show the difference.

I"’mglad that this m stake was brought to ny attention.
Kenshin fans should be up in arns about this and conplain to
Viz and ask themto fix the m stake before too many peopl e
get the wong idea. [see website for a nore detailed

expl anation about this error, including the original kanal/kanji]
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WHO ARE THE PUBLI SHERS OF THE MANGA?

Japan - Shuei sha
Canada, the US - VIZ Media
France, Spain - d enat

Mexi co - Editorial Vvid
Br azi | - Editora JBC
Argenti na - lvrea

WHAT IS THE KANZENBAN? | S | T DI FFERENT FROM TANKOUBON??

Manga i n Japan al nost always starts off running in a
magazi ne (such as Shounen Junp). After awhile the individua
chapters are bound together and rel eased in volunes, called
t ankoubon. Typically when a manga becones very popular in
Japan there will be a new rel ease of the manga, typically
known as kanzenban, or "perfect edition." These volunes are
usually printed in larger volumes that hold nore chapters
conpared to their tankoubon counterpart.

As for the second part of this question, yes and no. The
covers are different and the volunes thenselves are | arger
(nmeani ng they hold nore chapters) but the manga itself
usual |y doesn’t change (there’s rare instances, such as the
Dragon Ball kanzenban, where a few mnor things wll change
or be updated). There are going to be 22 vol unes of
kanzenban as opposed to the original 28 volunes of tankoubon.

WHAT ARE ALL OF THE | SBN # S FOR THE MANGA?

For this list I’"’monly going to include the Japanese and
Anerican (VIZ) rel eases.



TANKOUBON RELEASE

JAPAN | SBN

978-4088714998
978-4088715001
978-4088715032
978- 4088715049
978- 4088715056
978-4088715063
978-4088715070
978-4088715087
978- 4088715094
978-4088715100
978-4088722818
978-4088722825
978-4088722832
978-4088722849
978- 4088722955
978-4088722962
978-4088722979
978-4088722986
978-4088725154
978-4088725512
978-4088725741
978-4088726014
978-4088726267
978- 4088726687
978- 4088726960
978-4088727325
978-4088727585
978-4088727820

KANZENBAN RELEASE:

JAPAN | SBN

978- 4088741505
978-4088741512
978-4088741529
978- 4088741536
978-4088741543
978- 4088741550
978-4088741567
978-4088741574
978-4088741581
978-4088741598
978-4088741604
978-4088741611
978-4088741628
978-4088741635
978-4088741642
978- 4088741659
978- 4088741666
978-4088741673
978-4088741680
978-4088741697
978-4088741703
978-4088741710

AMERI CAN | SBN
1591162203
1591162491
1591162505
1591162513
159116320X
1591163560
1591163579
1591165636
1591166691
1591167035
1591167094
1591167124
1591167132
1591167671
1591168104
1591168546
1591168767
1591169593
1591169275
1421500647
1421500825
1421501961
1421502763
1421503387
1421504073
1421506734
1421506742
1421506750
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[ Character-rel ated Questi ons]
VWHO PROVI DES THE VO CES FOR THE CHARACTERS?

This section is probably going to be a "work in progress”
much |i ke the character translation |ist because of how many
there are. But nevertheless, here we go. Note that this
list reflects the SERIES, not the OQAVs or the novie.

Char acter Nanme Japanese VA English VA

H nura Kenshin Suzukaze Mayo Ri chard Hayworth

Kam ya Kaoru Fujitani M ki Dor ot hy Mel endr ez

Myouj i n Yahi ko Tom naga M na El yse Fl oyd

Sagara Sanosuke Ueda Yuj i Al exi s Lang

Takani Megum M ka Doi Jane Al an

Maki machi M sao Tono Sakur ai Debra Cunni ngham

Shi nonori  Aoshi Yoshi to Yasuhara Terry Roberts (8-11),
Terrence Stone (33+)

Saitou Hajine Hi r ot aka Suzuoki Spar ky Thor nt on

Sei jurou Hi ko Shui chi | keda Ri chard George

Shi shi o Makot o | keda Masanori Steven Jay Bl um

Usui Ryuzanji Sho Janes Lyon

Soujirou Seta Nori ko Hi daka Tara Jayne

Sai zuchi Ni shi kawa | kuo George C. Col e

Henya Takenot o Hi deshi Jake Daniels

Yukuyama Anj i Hara Yasuyoshi M chael McConnohi e

Hannya Noj i ma Akio Abe Lasser

Hyot t oko i zuka Shozo John Smal | berries

Beshi m Mat suno Tai Ki Davi d Umansky

Udou Jin-e Ont suka Aki o Dave Mal | ow

I wanbou Yashima Norito Lex Lang

Dr. Gensali Shi oya Yoku St eve Kraner

HOW OLD ARE THE CHARACTERS IN THE FI RST ARC ( THE "TOKYO ARC') ?

Strangely, this question is often asked because they hear
how ol d Kenshin is and are wondering about the rest. So
here’s the |ist. [Note: all nanes are listed in the
Japanese way--last nane then first]

During the 11th year of Meiji (1878), aka when the Tokyo Arc
starts:

H nura Kenshin - 28
Kam ya Kaoru - 17
Myoj i n Yahi ko - 10
Sagara Sanosuke - 19

Takani Megum - 22
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VWHAT DO THE VARI QUS NAMES | N KENSHI N MEAN?

As we all know, Japan is infanous for giving their anine
characters nanes that either reflect their personality or
their anmbitions. Kenshin is definitely no different.

Wat suki -sensei has given all of his characters great nanes,
and here’s an inconplete |list of the major ones. |If you
notice that your favorite character is mssing, it’'s
probably because | amunable to translate it into anything
that makes any sense. This section will probably be updated
at a later tine.

H nura Kenshin - Heart of Sword fromthe Red Vill age
(Kenshin al one stands for "Heart of Sword")

Myouj i n Yahi ko - Full of Virtue and Skill (surname is
"bright spirit/bright god )

Takani Megum - Carrying Bl essing

Sai tou Hajine - First Master of the Shield ("Hajine"
means begi nning or first)

Yuki shiro Tonbe - Hope of the Snhow

Yuki shiro Enishi - Luck/Reason of the Snow

Shi shi o Makot o - Ambition of Truth that Preaches

Hyot oko - Fireman (or perhaps "man who uses fire")

Shi nsengum
I shin Shi shi

New Chosen G oup
Protectors of the New

IS "H MURA" KENSHI N' S REAL LAST NAME?

Short answer: maybe. Here's why. Wen H ko nmet Kenshin and
changed his name from Shinta, he names him"Kenshin" (Heart
of Sword). There is NO nention of H nura anywhere (even
when Kenshin told H ko his nanme). Kenshin nentioned that
his parents were farnmers. Back in that tine era, only
nobl es and sanmurai (etc) were allowed to have surnanes.
Because Kenshin’s parents were just farners he woul d not
have a surnane. The question lies in how he obtained one,
since he’'s referred to as "Hi nura-san” when he was in the

I shin Shishi and after. There's two possibilities. One is
that he was given a surnanme because he was the nunber one
Htokiri. The other is that by becomng a Hitokiri for the
I shin Shishi he classified as a | owranking Sanurai and thus
earned the right to have a surnane. Both are just "best
guesses. "

QG hers believe that this idea is ridiculous and that Kenshin
had a | ast nane even if he wasn’t allowed to use it, hence
Hi nmura would be his real name fromthe very start. It is
not nade clear whether or not this is the case. You can
make your own deci sion.
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WHAT' S UP W TH THAT RED KEI KOG KENSH N WEARS?

The reasons for Kenshin to wear the red kei kogi (the top "gi"
type of clothing he wears) has been up for debate for awhile.
There's various theories. Red has a traditional meaning of
determ nation (and | ove) but there’s other people who fee
that Kenshin wears red to remind hinself of all the nurders
he commtted in his youth and to never kill again. | don’t
recall seeing any official statenment about it from Watsuk
Nobuhi ro t hough.

VWHAT STYLE DOES KENSHI N PRACTICE? IS I T REAL?

H nura Kenshin practices Hten Mtsurugi Ryuu. Like a |ot

of techniques and story used in RUROUNI KENSHI N, it is BASED
on reality. There are techniques within that style that
coul d have easily been used in Japan, but Hiten Mtsurug

Ryuu is fake.

VWHO OR WHAT | S ZANZA?

Zanza i s Sanosuke’s "gangster" nanme that he went by after
the downfall of the Sekihoutai up until his first defeat
wi t h Kenshi n.

VWHAT |S THAT HUGE SWORD SANO USES? DOES HE EVER USE | T AGAI N?

That sword is called a Zanbatou. Basically it was a weapon
designed to take down eneny’s horses (hence why they' re so
big and thick). Because of their weight it’'s extrenely
unl i kely that anyone would use it as Sano does in the series.
And yes, he does use it again but only in the nmanga (read
the Jinchuu Arc to find out when/how why he uses it again).

VWHAT DOES THAT SYMBOL ON SANOSUKE S JACKET MEAN?

In case you m ssed the nmeaning during the series, Sanosuke
wears the kanji for "bad" (or "evil" or "w cked" but it’s
all relatively the sane) on his back.
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VWHY DCESN T KENSHI N SEE ACSH WHEN PASSI NG H M ON THE
STREETS OF KYOTO?

The actual question was this: |In Kyoto, Msao races by
Aoshi wi thout seeing him while Yahi ko and Kaoru m ss seeing
Kenshin. Since Msao was behind Kenshin, and Y& were behind
Aoshi, doesn’t that nean that Kenshin and Aoshi also had to
have passed each ot her w thout being aware? How coul d
Kenshi n have m ssed himon the street when he can sense his
presence behind a cl osed door?

There is no definitive answer. M best guess, and what |
will believe unless | hear otherw se, is that Kenshin only
sensed Aoshi behind cl osed doors because he had trained with
H ko and awakened some dornmant skills within hinself.

However, | was rem nded that Kenshin was able to sense
Sano’ s kenki (fighting spirit) back in episode four, so such
a skill wasn’'t conpletely dormant. Another guess is that he

was just unable to detect him because there were so many
people on the street.

VWHY DCESN T KENSHI N FI GHT BACK WHEN SHI SHI O HOLDS HI M?

The actual question was this: Wen Shishio has Kenshin by
the throat just before he ignites his glove, is there any
rati onal reason (besides the plot needed himnot to) why
doesn’t Kenshin fight back? Shishio is holding himwith his
ri ght hand, which in effect blocks his own sword from

def endi ng agai nst the sword in Kenshin's left hand. He's

| eft hinself w de open. Wiy does Kenshin just hang there
waiting to be killed by Shishio' s sword at his throat?

The aninme drags that part out a little longer than it does
in the manga. 1In the manga it’s al nost instantaneous (he
grabs Kenshin, Kenshin realizes it’s gunpowder then BOOM He
doesn’t have time to really react). In the anime he grabs
Kenshin, tal ks, then Kenshin realizes it and then the
explosion. It’s probably done like that for dramatic effect.
| also believe that Kenshin was a bit confused or surprised,
| nmean..wouldn’t you be if he grabbed you through the fl anes
with a sword ained at your throat in addition to snelling
sonmething famliar right under your nose? He didn't have
time to react.

VWHAT | LLNESS DCES KENSHI N HAVE | N SElI SOUHEN?

*Note: This question is a spoiler for SeisouHen. |If you
haven’t seen the QAV you m ght want to skip this question
until you have.*
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They never nention it exactly, but it |ooks very simlar to
syphilis. By the | ooks of the rash on his arns he’s
currently in the second stage. |In the second stage, rashes
appear on the hands or soles of the feet within three to six
weeks of initial infection. Left untreated it can devel op

mental illness, blindness, neurological problens, heart
di sease and death. All of these synptons (m nus heart
di sease) describe Kenshin's |ast hours exactly. You can

read nore about it on Yahoo! health:
htt p:// heal t h. yahoo. coni heal t h/ encycl opedi a/ 001327/ 0. ht n

VHY DCES THAT NI NJA | N TSU OKUHEN EAT SNOWP

In the fourth part of TsuiokuHen a ninja cranms snow into his
mouth while waiting for his nonment to attack Kenshin. This
baffles a | ot of people but if you think about it logically
it isnt that hard to understand. He does it to |lower his
tenperature. Wiy? Because a warm nouth in a cold environnent
produces visible breath. The ninja is up against the
greatest Hitokiri to ever energe in Japan and a ninja relies
heavily on NOT being seen. He knew that if his breath had
been seen he wouldn’'t stand a chance (as if he did anyway!)
so he eats snowto |lower his body tenp to hide his breath.

VWHY DOES KENSHI N DO ALL THE HOUSE WORK? | S KAORU JUST LAZY
OR WHAT?

Kenshi n does the house work for two reasons (that | can see).
First, he wants to help Kaoru out. After all, it’s her dojo
and he's basically staying for free. He doesn’'t want to be
a freeloader. Second, anyone who has seen ol d Japanese
kung-fu flicks knows that doing housework like that is a
great way to keep your nuscles in shape. So in other words,
he keeps hinself in shape by doing that in addition to
payi ng Kaoru back. Geat deal if you ask ne.

VWH CH CHARACTER WAS BASED ON A SPI DER- MAN CHARACTER?

That is Yatsume Munmyouni, who appears in the Jinchuu Arc of
the manga only. You can see his armbriefly in the |ast

part of TsuiokuHen if you | ook carefully, but they don't
show himin full unless you read the manga. Just for fun,
Ji n-E was based on another Marvel character---you guessed it,
Ganbi t .
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WHAT ARE THE STYLE NAMES AND WHO USES THEM I N THE SERI ES?

This would turn out to be quite a huge list if | were to
list themall. Still, 1"l try to list the main ones that
peopl e want to know. Also note that there is a section
later in this FAQ dedicated to the various techniques within
each style.

Nane: Hiten Mtsurgui Ryuu

Users: Kenshin, H ko, Amakusa Shougo

Notes: This style relies heavily on speed and nost of the
techniques within reflect that.

Nane: Kodachi Nittou Ryuu

Users: Aoshi (and presumably the man who taught Aoshi)
Notes: This style relies on tricking people. By that | nean,
it relies on fooling their senses or tricking theminto
being hit. Exanples of this are Jissen Kenbu (the Iiquid-
type flow ng novenent that fools the viewer into thinking
there’s nore than one person), and Onnyou Hasshi (the

techni que of throwi ng both kodachis but making it appear as
if there’s only one)

Nanme: Gat ot su

Users: Saitou

Notes: Just a forward strike with real power. Saitou relies
on tricking his opponent into getting close enough to use
the "Gatotsu Zeroshi ki™

Nanme: Futae no Ki wam

Users: Sano, Anji

Notes: Anji was the first to invent this technique and thus
he’s a master of it. He can performit with any part of his
body (scary thought). Sano isn't too bad at it either, and
| ater adapts it to his own needs.

Nanme: Satsu Jin Ken

Users: Shishio

Notes: Fire! Fire! Al of the techniques are based on

creating fire, cutting and burning the victimat the sanme tine.

Nanme: Tenbu no Sai N yoru Ken

Users: Soujirou

Notes: Soujirou only has two naned attacks, Shukuchi (noving
at such a speed that he becones invisible to the naked eye)
and Shuntensatsu (conbi ni ng Battoujutsu with Shukuchi to
create an | NSTANT KILL techni que)

Nane: Wat ouj utsu

Users: Eni shi

Notes: This is a nore Chinese-related style and the entire
purpose of it was to counter and utterly eradicate Hiten
M tsurugi Ryuu.
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Nane: Kam ya Kasshin Ryu

Users: Kaoru, YahiKko,
Not es:
to kill or

Kaoru’s father created this style.
mai m an opponent .

Tsukayama Yutarou
Its focus is not

VWHAT ARE ALL THE TECHNI QUES OF [ THE VARI QUS STYLES | N|

RUROUN

Check out the last section of this FAQ for the answers you seek

KENSHI N?

WHAT ARE THE WEAPONS THE CHARACTERS USED NAMED?

A |l ot of weapons in Rurouni

weapons.

H nura Kenshin
Sagara Sanosuke
Kam ya Kaoru
swor d)

Myoj i n Yahi ko
Souji Ckita
Seta Soujirou
Sai tou Hajine
Shi nonori  Aoshi
Maki machi M sao
i na

Hannya

Beshi m
Shi ki j ou
Hyot t oko

Shi shi o Makot o
Uonuma Usui
Yukyuzan Anj i
Kariwa Henj a
Sawagej ou Cho
col I ector)
Honj o Kamat ari
Fuj i

Seijuro Hiko

I wanbo

Yuki shiro Eni shi

Kenshi n are based on rea

Here's a list of what the different characters used.

Sakabat ou (reverse bl ade)
Zanbat ou

Bokken (wooden sword), Shinai (banboo

Shi nai (banboo sword)

Ki kui chi monj i - nori nune

Nagasone Kot et sue, Ki kui chi nonji-norinmune
Kat ana

[ doubl e] Kodachi

Kunai s

Tonf u Bat ons/ Nunchaku- Nenj i
Iron C aws

poi son darts
Iron Ball (bal
Fl am ng breath
Mugenjin (*brother sword to the Sakabat ou)
Ji nbei / Rouchin (spear/turtle shell)

kni fe (dagger)

Bonbs & Kni ves

Kat anas of various types (he's a sword

Kashi wazaki

& chai n)

Kusari Gama (Scythe w bal
a freakin huge sword

Shi rasaya/ Kat ana

Metal cl aws

Wat ou

& chai n)

HOW MANY MEN DI D KENSHI N KILL I'N H' S LI FETI ME?

| don’t think it’s ever said how many nen Kenshin has killed

total .
just six nonths,

assassins and nore after that.

It was nentioned that he killed a hundred people in

plus we know he killed quite a nunber of

We can assune it’'s a lot.
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After he stopped being a Htokiri, though, he never killed
anot her person.

VWHY DOESN T KENSHI N GET CUT USI NG RYUU SHOU SEN?

The actual question reads: Wth Ryuu Shou Sen, the weight of
t he opponent and the upward force of the sword conbine to
sever the head right below the jaw. The bl ade is supported
by the hilt and the pal mof the |left hand, pressed agai nst
the back of the blade. This would work perfectly of course,
except...with a Sakabatou. Wuldn't Kenshin slice his |eft
hand of f? For instance, in the nanga, when he perfornms Ryuu
Shou Sen on Senkaku, he’s lifting several hundred pounds of
wei ght, and half of this weight nust be distributed on his
| eft hand. Assum ng that the inner edge of the sakabatou is
even *reasonably* sharp [which it is, it’s sharp enough to

slice a cannon ball in half -ed], his I eft hand shoul d be
sliced right off. So... how does he do it??
So to answer this question... | have only one theory: it

| ook |Iike he holds the blade flat. By this I nean, it’s not
the sharp or dull edge, it’s flat. If that’s the case, then
he’d be able to use that technique wi thout slicing his hand
of f or causing serious danage to his opponent.

VWHAT WERE WATSUKI ' S | NSPI RATI ONS FOR HI S CHARACTERS?

The first and forenost was the Shinsengum . Mst of the
characters are based on actual Shinsengum nenbers. O her
I nspirations are: X-nmen/Marvel characters and Sanurai
Spirits (known as Sanurai Shodown in Anerica).

VHY DI D SANO S FI ST BREAK WHEN HE USED THE FUTAE NO Kl WAM
ON SHI SH O S FACE?

Because Watsuki wanted to show off how strong Shishio was,
is nmy answer. burnfist23 of the RKFaq LJ conmunity adds

this: "lIt’s nost |ikely because of the strain he put on his
ri ght hand. Sano had used the Futae no Kiwam a |ot,
especially against Anji. The force behind that attack is

tremendous, so using it nultiple tines can really strain his
arm Plus he can only use his right hand. Used repeatedly
i ke that can cause a | ot of danmage. As for Shishio, well
Anji was able to take a full Futae no Kiwam even w thout

t he Kiwam Hazushi and Shishio can pretty nuch live through
anyt hi ng. " In other words, Sano’s hand was wounded and
Shishio is just as tough as Anji, so it didn't work.
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VWHOSE TOVB DOES KENSHIN VISIT I N EPI SODE 627

I[t’s Tonoe's tonb. The proof is in the manga. Kenshin and
Tonoe’ s father both visit the tonb. The old man even says
that he’'s going to Kyoto to visit his daughter’s tonb (see
chapter 225). Later, in chapter 251, we realize that the old
man had, indeed, visited the tonb (he placed her hair pins
at the grave). Kenshin also says his goodbye to her in this
chapter, in front of her gave (along wi th Kaoru, who thanks
her) .

| can’t recall if they ever showed Tonoe’ s body bei ng burned.
If they didn't, it’s possible they noved her body to the
grave before he burned the hut. If they did, well, then it’s
an enpty tonb set up just for renenbrances. In any case, it
Is her’s.

[Word or Phrase Questions]
ORO? WHAT THE HECK?

Oois awrd that was created as a way for Kenshin to show
confusion and surprise. It is simlar to the word "ara"

whi ch nmeans the same thing. 1In English it would be
translated closely to "huh?" or just a sound of surprise
("eh?" "ah!" that sort of thing).

Kagebu adds the follow ng: Watsuki derived it froma
conedi an at the tine naned Shinura Kens (whose nane in
romanji al so seens to have maybe had an influence in

Wat suki -sensei’s creating Kenshin's nane). Shinura Ken’s
cat chphrase was his "oro", but seeing as how !l can't find
anyt hi ng about himother than his nane, | don’t know in what
way this catchphrase was used. In any case, he was a

rel atively well-known conedi an.

In addition, it seens the word "oro" neans "gold" in severa
ot her | anguages.

VWHAT DOES "RURCUNI" MEAN? | T°S NOT | N ANY DI CTI ONARY

Once again, this word is the sole creation of Wtsuki
Basically he took two words and conbi ned them together:
"ronin’ which neans 'masterless sanurai’ and 'ru’ which
means to 'float or wander.’ Put together it basically
i nplies a "wandering swordsman. "
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VWHAT DOES " AKU. SOKU. ZAN." MEAN?

Transl ated, the phrase "Aku. Soku. Zan." sinply neans "kill
evil instantly"” or perhaps "if you see corruption or evil,
slay (kill) it instantly." This is the code that Saitou
lived by. There is a debate whether Watsuki-sensei invented
this hinself or if the true Shinsengum followed this notto
in their everyday |ives.

ARE THE KANJI FOR ' AKU DI FFERENT FOR SANO S JACKET AND
SAITOU S "AKU. SOKU. ZAN." ?

No. They are the sane Kanji, only the way they drew it for
Saitou’ s whol e "aku. soku. zan." spiel is drawn nore

| oosely/sloppy. It gives it an appearance that it's a

di fferent synbol, but if you actually conpare themyou wl|
see that they are one and the sane.

VWHAT |'S THAT SAYI NG KENSHI N ( AND HI KO) SAY?

You' Il hear Kenshin say this in episode 1 (and again in
various flashback fornms) and H ko rem nds Kenshin of it
later in the series. Here it is.

Ken wa kyouki. Kenjutsu wa satsujin-jutsu. Donna kireigotoya
odai noku wo kuchi ni shite np, sore ga shinjitsu

Translated, it neans: A sword is a weapon for killing.
Kenjutsu is the art of killing. Whatever kinds of pretty
words or titles you use, that is the only truth.

VWHAT DOES "HI TOKI Rl " MEAN?

Roughly translated it neans "assassin." The dub, however,
translated it as "manslayer."” A literal translation is
"peopl e sl ayer.™

VWHAT DOES " BATTOUSAI" MEAN?

Battousai is a special nicknane given to Kenshin because he
was a master of the Battoujutsu (partly because of the Hiten
M tsurugi Ryuu style he |earned). Broken down, "Battou"
means sinply "to draw one’s sword, especially in the case of
battle.” "Sai" however is a little trickier to understand.
In this case, however, the kanji is used as a ni cknane or
could be translated as "lord" or "master."
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VWHAT DOES THE WORD " SESSHA" MEAN?

The word Sessha is another way of saying "I" however the way
Kenshin uses it is sort of saying "I, who amnot worthy."
It’s a super formal version of the word and | owers yourself

I n conparison to everyone else. This is one way that

WAt suki - sensei hel ped to show the difference between the
Rurouni and Hitokiri. The Hitokiri side of Kenshin would
never use that word.

Note that because there really isn’'t an English equival ent,
a |l ot of conpanies and fans have translated the word as
"this one." VWhile | suppose this is one way of doing it, |
don’t feel that this is conveying the sane neani ng and j ust
sounds odd in conversati on.

WHAT DOES THE PHRASE " DE GOAZARU NA" NMEAN?

If you listen to the Japanese version of RUROUNI KENSHI N you
wi || hear Kenshin often say the phrase "de gozaru"” at the

end of his lines. "Gozaru" is a way to end a sentence and
I's anot her way of saying "-da/-desu/-de aru" and neans "to
be." Translating it into English is a little tricky and
makes the sentence sound kind of..well..funky. The dub

decided to go with "that it/ he/she/they is/are.” You'l

hear Kenshin say "that it is" a lot during the dub and it
sounds out of place (and sonetines annoying). But the
original intent of having Kenshin say this at the end of his
lines is to help show the difference between Rurouni and the
Htokiri. The Htokiri side of Kenshin would never use any
form of "gozaru."

VWHAT IS THAT G ANT SYMBCOL (KANJI) THAT |I'S BURNI NG TOMNRDS
THE END OF THE 4TH PART OF TSU OKUHEN?

The kanji in question is the kanji that neans "Dai". Every
August in Kyoto, there are several synbols [it on the side
of a nountain to send the spirits of the dead back to the
afterlife. The first is the Chinese character dai, which
means 'great’ and synbolizes the universe. This is followed
by the characters nyo, 'nystic’, or 'mracle and ho,
"doctrine’ or 'law . The cerenony ends with a fire in the
shape of a ship (synbolizing the boats bearing the souls of
the dead to the shores of the otherworld) and then one in
the shape of a torii (a Shinto archway).
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VWHAT IS WRITTEN ON HQJI'S JAIL CELL IN EP 617
In the manga he has witten the foll ow ng:

"Wth no regrets for this world, I go to join Lord Shishio
in hell."

|’ mgoing to go ahead and assune that it's the sane in both
ani mre and nmanga.

VWHAT ARE THE NI NE TYPES OF CUTS I N KENJUTSU THAT H KO NAMES?

H ko gives a review to Kenshin about the basic cuts in
Kenjutsu. These are it:

Kar at ake - downward stroke to the head

Kesagiri - slantw se downward stroke to the |eft shoul der
Sakagesa - slantw se downward stroke to the right shoul der

Hi dari Nagi - stroke to the left arm

M gi Nagi - stroke to the right arm

Hidari Kiriage - stroke to the left wri st

Mgi Kiriage - stroke to the right wi st

Sakakaze - upward stroke between the | egs

Tsui ki - stroke that pierces at the shortest range to the chest

[Character-rel ated | nfo]
THE MAKI NGS OF HI MJURA KENSHI N

"The original nodel was supposed to be the Hitokiri Kawakam
Gensai, but now they' re conpletely different . . . (oh well.)
Kawakam GCensai, one of the four great Hitokiris of the
Bakumat su, could be m staken for a girl at first glance, but
his nature was the conpl ete opposite of his appearance: he
was a cold, calculating man said to be the nost terrible of
the four. He was fanmous for cutting down Kuma Shouzan in
broad daylight with his unique, |ightning-fast Furanui style
of kenjutsu. Wether he was responsible for other
assassinations is still a mystery. After the new era was
brought in, his ideas about isolationismconflicted with
that of the governnment’'s, and he was tried on fal se charges
and executed in the fourth year of the Meiji era (1871). But
after looking intoit, | think the Htokiri’s inflexibility
was not neani ngl ess, but his honor for the conrades he
fought and killed with and the enem es he killed. This

t hought led to the Kenshin character. Fromothers in the
Shinsengum, | also took the selflessness of Ckita Soushi of
t he Shinsengum , and the nystery of Saitou Hajine.
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O her than this, | didn't have any particul ar design for the
character. The hero of ny debut story was a tall handsone
man with black hair and arnor, so | tried to draw the exact
opposite and ended up with a girl (laughs). In desperation,

| added a cross-shaped scar on his |left cheek . However,

that scar actually becanme a key point in the transformation
of Battousai to Kenshin (or so it seens)."

Hi tokiri Kawakam Gensai Past

Konmori Cenjiro, he changed his nane into Kawakam
Gensai (Hitokiri-Gensa). He changed his nanme further into
Takada Genbe.

He was short, his jaw and cheekbone was sharp. He was al ways
cal m and he was unyi el ding. And, he was very gentle.

Though He was born in Konori Famly in Kumanoto, he becane a
foster-child of Kawakam Fam |y, and becane a Buddhi st
priest. (Wen there was a big earthquake and all people were
runni ng away, he extinguished the fire of a brazier, and he
was accepted by many people. It was said that it was
regrettable that He's a Buddhi st. Buddhi st priest’s position
was convenient to study.

Then, a study of the soldier was | earned by Myabe Teizo,
and literature and swordsmanship were | earned by Todor ok
Muhe. He didn’t get the perm ssion of his clan though he
tried to do overseas inspection to know the circunstance of
foreign countries. If a foreign circunstance can’'t be known,
he thought that he should exile a foreigner from Japan, and
he reconmmended the thought of "Sonno-jyoi(Reverence for the
Enperor and expul sion of the foreigner)".

Then, he fought to overthrow the shogunate together with
"shi shi of kinno" which his mnd was suitable for. Though he
killed many people, a clear record about his assassination
does not exist. (The incident that a Sakuma Syouzan was
assassinated at mdday is fanous.) Then, many battles were
finished, and He succeeded in overthrow ng the shogunate
adm rably. However, he becane bothering existence for new
gover nment because his thought wasn’'t changed after the
Restoration. (The government conpletely changed a policy
suddenly.) Then, he was killed by the follower of "Kido
Takayoshi " who was gensai’s conpany. At this tinme, he didn't
have the crinme which was worth the death penalty.

Who is H nmura Kenshin

One hundred and forty years ago, in the whirlpool of Kyoto
vi ol ence that began with Perry’s |landing in Japan, there was
a warrior called Hitokiri Battousai. This man, who paved the
way for the new Meiji era with these bl oody battl es,

di sappeared at the conclusion of the bl oodshed.
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Wth the passage of tinme he becane a | egend, known sinply as
"the strongest."”

Age 28. He has red hair gathered in a ponytail and a scar
like a cross on his |left cheek which is how people can tel
he is the infamobus "Hi tokiri Battousai" (roughly translates
to sonmething |like "Assassin who is a master of [the art of]
sword drawi ng"). He got this name during the upheaval before
the Meiji Restoration, when his fighting skills were

unsur passed. What his reputation as Battousai doesn’t
include is his very short height and slightly fem nine voi ce,
whi ch often makes hi s opponents underestimate him After the
start of Meiji in the 1800s, he gave up his assassin ways
and becane a "rurouni" or wanderer, hel ping people to atone
for all the people he had killed. He carries a "sakabatou"

(a sword with the bl ade reversed so he cannot kill his
opponents, only knock them unconsci ous) because he has vowed
to hinself never to kill again and uses the sword techni que

called "Hten Mtsuryugi Ryuu"("Strike of the Flying Dragon").

He is often chased by police for carrying a sword, were

outl awed during the Meiji. Kenshin has a very gentle and
polite nature (referring to hinself as "sessha" which
roughly nmeans "this clunmsy person”, and using the polite
verb "gozaru" at the end of his sentences) with a strong
sense of right and wong. One of his common sayings is "Oo"
a version of "Ara". However, this nature could be a mask for
his violent hitokiri nature which seens to resurface
whenever he is faced with a tough opponent or other extrene
circunstances. In these instances he seens al nost superhuman
in his fighting ability, alnost as if he were a different
person, and also reverts to regul ar casual speech, using
"ore" instead of "sessha" is one of the ways Kaoru realized
Kenshin was not his normal easygoing self during the fight
with Jin-e. | think his struggling to deal with his hitokiri
nature makes himthe nost interesting character of the
series which | guess is why | amwiting so nuch about him
in this description.

source info sites

http://ww. mai go- chan. org/rkl1l_01. htm
http://vegetrunksl10.tri pod. com dr gonball-af/id61l. htn

SOOI &I TA

Captain of the First Unit of the Shinsengum)
Ni ckname- Soushi, M bu Wl f

Bor n- 1842
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Styl e of Kenjutsu-Tennen Rishin Ryu
Backgr ound:

Probably the best-known and popul ar Shinsengum figure.

Anot her handsone total knockout, besides being a child
prodi gy at kenjutsu - he joined Kondou' s dojo at 9, and was
an acconplished swordsman at 15 or so. Former nane Soujirou,
(yes, it’s true!) the sword he used is the one used by
Soujirou in his last battle with Kenshin, the Kikuichi

Nori mune, length 2’ 4"2.

Strongest swordsman in the Shinsengum, he yields a katana,
bokken and shinai equally well. Fanmous for his "3-piece
thrust” - 3 thrusts delivered so quickly at the opponent,
usually at the neck and the right and |l eft shoul ders. Like
Saito, this technique was inprovised fromthe one invented
by Hijikata.

Tragedy struck, though, for Ckita contracted Tubercul osis,
an incurable disease in those tines, shortly after the
formati on of the Shinsengum . He coughed up bl ood severa
times, though he would not let the others know During the

| keda-ya affair, however, his situation suddenly spiraled
down (perhaps because of the cold night and the vicious
battle), and fainted after he coughed up a shocki ng anount
of blood. It was then that Kondou and Hi ji kata knew of his
di sease, and even by then the doctor had al ready predicted
that he would not live long. Both were distressed over this,
for they were like elder brothers to Ckita (did | nention

t hat Kondou was 10 years kita' s senior, and Hjikata 97?).
However, all 3 agreed that news of Ckita s di sease shoul d
not be wi dely known, lest it dragged down the nenbers’ norale.

After the Boshin war, Ckita went into a tubercul osis

hospital in Edo. He passed away on 30/5/1868, First year of
Meiji, aged 25.

THE MAKI NGS OF SHI NOMORI ACSH

"Even when | wote the paragraph about Beshim, | was just
addi ng t he Oni wabanshuu i npronptu to the story, and although
| was glad that Aoshi would appear, | was in trouble because

I had no idea what he | ooked. But, as nodels for the

Oni wabanshuu, ny bel oved Shinsengum cane to m nd, and Aosh
natural ly grew out of the Shinsengum’'s Hijikata Toshi zou.
But, there are two ways that Hijikata is portrayed in books
and novels (if you're a fan of the Shinsengum | think
you' Il understand.)
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One is the way he is represented in "Burning Sword:"
Hijikata with great conmbat instincts who fought until death
(this is the Hjikata I’ma fan of.) But the Hijikata who
killed his gentler feelings, who played the role of a denon
and cried wthin his heart, who buried his human weakness,
is the Hjikata that Aoshi is based on. How Aoshi, |ike
Hijikata, fought until death we won’t give away here, but it
won’'t be long until he reappears.

O her than this nodel, | didn't have any particul ar design,
but used one from ny sketchbook. However as tinme went on,
the image of Hiji kata becane | ooser, his bangs got |onger,
nore in the nodern style. | tried to go back and fix it, but
it would have made you laugh (hey!) so | left it howit was.
The coat | took fromthat popular American comc . .

Sonme Believe The Punisher is the origin for the coat. )"

Hi ji kata Toshi zou Past

X i had to cut his past by quite a bit if you want the ful
story check here. http://ww. chthoni an. net/Aoshi/hijikata. htmn

1835- 1869
Vi ce- Captain of the Shinsengum
died froma gunshot wound in 1869 at the age of 34

menorial gravestone stands near |tabashi Station in Tokyo,
next to that of Kondo |Isam, the head of the Shinsengum

Sword: | zum nokam Kanesada (2'8") ( in novels, it’s
apparently called 'Nosada’ which is technically incorrect. )

Hiji kata Toshi zou started his career at the Shieikan dojo
near Edo (Tokyo), learning the Tennen Ri shin Ryuu (al ong
with Ckita Souji) from Kondo Shusuke ( Kono |Isam’s adoptive
father? ). Wien they heard in 1863 that masterl ess sanurai (
roshi ) were being enlisted under Bakufu samurai to fight
agai nst the shishi, thirteen of themwent to Kyoto, passed
their entrance exans """ (basically a kenjutsu skills test )
and were appoi nted "Defenders of Kyoto" by Mitsudaira

Kat anori, the Dainyo of Aizu.

" In the beginning, the Shinsengum was called the Roushi gum,
and its | eader was Ki yokawa Hachirou. And it was TH S guy

who wanted his Roushigum to becone Ishin Shishi. However, a
group of 13 people, led by Serizawa Kanbo and Kondo | sam

di sagreed wth Kiyokawa and parted ways with him formng

t hus the Shinsengum . " The Shinsengum that we all think of
when we hear the nane was was forned by those 13 roshi. They
gathered initially at the village of Mbu, so the M bu-rosh
becane the "M buro." .-
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Hijikata was initially one of the vice-captains under three
joint captains: Kondo, Serizawa Kano ( the nodel for Shishio
AN ) and Niim Nishiki. But Serizawa and Niim basically
were abusing their status as protectors of Kyoto and
basically tarnishing the reputation of the entire Shinsengum .
( fighting, drinking, whoring, extortion, the works. ;;"" )
Hijikata investigated and found enough evidence to convi ct
Niim, and ordered himto conmt seppuku. Then Serizawa and
his rowdy foll owers were assassi nated by a group of people

i ncluding Ckita, and Kondo becane the sole Captain, wth

H jikata as his vice-captain.

They held to that strict noral code Saitou keeps harping
about in RK fromthen on. " Hijikata was especially feared
as "the denon of the Shinsengum " because he was so
merciless when it canme to enforcing the law. ( If you were
just wal king the streets of Kyoto, and you were stopped and
couldn’t produce sufficient ID...you were DEAD. Instantly. )

H jikata was al so conpletely nerciless when it cane to
desertion or traitors. Seppuku was the only option given to
them Wen one of the founding nenbers of the Shinsengum (
and his old friend!'! ) Yamanam Keisuke tried to escape from
t he Shinsengum in 1865, Hijikata ordered Ckita to bring him
back and then forced Yamanam to conmt seppuku. ( and it
was his old friend, too...)

Ckashira Shinonori Aoshi The Charcter:

Ful | Nane: Aoshi Shi nonori

Age: 26

Hei ght: 189 cm

Wi ght: 72 kg

Date of birth: January 1853

Zodi ac sign: Aquarius

Pl ace of birth: Kyoto

Bl ood Type:

Fam |ly: None living. Raised by the Oniwabanshu

Weapon: two kodachi (a short sword), kenpo

Skills -

Fi rst Appearance: Episode 8 (anine); Tankoubon 3 (nanga)
Traits: Serious and unsmling but cal mand cool under
pressure,, Aoshi was proclained a genius and a prodigy and
was made conmmander of the Oniwabanshu at age 15. Wth the
end of the Bakumatsu, there was no |onger any need for their
services, so Aoshi and the renai ni ng Oni wabanshu set out to
try their luck in the world, ending up as bodyguards for
Takeda Kanryu.

SI TES FOR SORCE | NFORMATI ON
http://ww. geocities.com jefcat99/ Aoshi . ht n
http://ww. mai go- chan. org/ rk4_30. ht m
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THE MAKI NGS OF SAGARA SANOSUKE

“If you're a fan of the Shinsengum , you guessed it at a

gl ance. The nodel for Sanosuke is the captain of the tenth
unit of the Shinsengum , Harada Sanosuke. He was known as
one of the five nost handsone nen of the Shinsengum

(al though, according to ny bible, "Burning Sword’, [a novel
by Shi ba Ryoutarou] he was sort of fat . . .) and a spear-
wi el der of great strength. He loved to fight, was present at
every battlefield where the destiny of the Shinsengum was
deci ded, and had a rough, storny tenper. But, perhaps
because of his hunble origins, he had his softer side. He

t hought a great deal of his unit and took care of those
beneath him Judging his |likes and dislikes, he seens |ike
the ol der brother type froma boy’'s nmagazine. He is said to
have died on the battlefield of the Ueno War, but there's
even a | egend about him telling how he survived to becone a
bandit chief. Looking fromthe eyes of the people of the
time, he nust have been a very romantic figure. O course, |
i ked himtoo, and put himin RuroKen as Sanosuke.

"I"mextrenely happy Sano has becone so popul ar, but

recently he’s al so becone the Mdst Likely Character to Have
His Name M sspelled. |I’'ve seen all kinds of different kanji
for *Sanosuke.’ | even saw ' Sasuke,’ and wanted to say, ' Hey,
hey, he’s not a ninjal!’ but by now I’'ve kind of given up.

"When | did the design, as you know, | didn't have a certain
popul ar character in mnd. Mybe it’s because of the hair,
but everyone keeps saying so (I love the manga, but . . .)
My nodel for Sano was the main character, Lanp, from
"Arabi an Lanp Lanp.’ During ny assistant days, | was
doodling in ny sketch book and drew ny own Japanese-style
Lanmp. | changed it around a little, and it becane the rea
Sano. (I got the artist’s permssion, just in case.)"

Har ada Sanosuke’ s Past

According to Watsuki and the historical novels, he's al nost
the sane as Sagara Sanosuke. Liked to brawl, short-tenpered
and sinply loved a fight. H s favourite weapon was the spear.
According to Watsuki, before he joined Kondou, Harada was
the servant of sone bushis, and this lowy status caused him
to have a weak side at tinmes. However, he really took care
of those under him (Really manly...) He was also a man who
didn't like to fuss, and did things the way he sawit. One

I nteresting point here: the nenbers of the Shinsengum
frequented the brothels (hey they *were* humans with

bi ol ogi cal needs too! Just that Serizawa was carrying it way
too far) but they seldom attached thenselves to the girls,

to take themas their legal wives. Harada married his girl,
however - sonething surprising considering his personality,
for in those days, you had the choice of *not* marrying a
girl even if you d slept with her.
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After he broke up with the others follow ng the Shinsengum
defeat in the Bushin War, he joined the Shogitai, the sane
troop in which Yahiko s |ate father also took part. Harada
died in the Ueno War. According to other sources, however,
he survived the war and stowed-away to Manchuria, China,
where he becanme a bandit.

Sagara Sanosuke The Character
AGE 19

Sanosuke used to follow a group called the Sekihoutai; this
was a group of swordsmen who acted as a mlitia during the
battl e to westernize Japan. They were used as "a voice of
the governnment.", but held no official rank. The Seki hout ai
were setup by the Ishin govt. which Kenshin was a part of.
They were executed for spreading false information, "which
the Ishin governnment. told themto spread”, prom ses were
made that could not be kept in order to insure that the
people didn't lose faith in the Ishin - the Seki houtai took
the bl ane and were executed. Sanosuke could not forgive the
Ishin for what they had done; he becane a gangster -

buil ding his strength and breaking the | aws of a governnent.
that killed his master and framed himas a traitor. He later
does battle with Kenshin, placing all of the blanme on him
Kenshin finally manages to get himto understand that he has
lived a life of destruction and is dishonoring the nenory of
his fornmer master - taking away hope frominnocent people
for his revenge. Sanosuke joins the others to protect others
and to right the wong he has done. He still has a rebellious
streak in himand holds a grudge agai nst the new governnent.

He continues to wear the "BAD' synbol on his back to rem nd
hi m of where he cane from- he is stubborn and junps into
things with little thought, but his extraordinary strength
and stam na make up for his lack of caution. He sticks to
Kenshin i ke glue and gets really pissed if Kenshin | eaves
himout of a fight.

THE MAKI NGS OF SAI TOU HAJI ME

"There was no nodel; Saitou Hajinme was a real person. But
unl i ke Sagara Souzou and Yamagata Aritono, he has a deep

i nfluence on the story, so | adapted himquite a bit. I
adapted himso nmuch that | received letters in protest from
fans of the Shinsengum . (I’'ve received protest letters
before but Saitou’s gotten the nost so far.) Saitou just
seens to get nore and nore popul ar, though, so I'mreally

happy. The character Saitou is still part of the story, so
"1l keep quiet about the historical facts and the details
about the plot, but I like the way he’'s drawn as an al oof

"dirty hero" who carries out his ideal of "Kill. Evil.
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Instantly;" he’s never a sinple good guy and al ways
antagoni stic to Kenshin and the others.

"Qther than the above | had no real design. Since he was

i ntroduced in the beginning as a bad guy, | gave hima
villain's face, but | got protest letters about this too. It
seens the fans of the Shinsengum think of himas a gentle,
handsonme man, even though there isn't a single photograph
left of him so. . . (There is a portrait, though. It’s
there, but those who want to think of Saitou as handsone
probably shouldn’t ook at it.) | also got letters saying,
"What’' s Saitou doing selling the Hjikata fam |y’ s Ishida
Sanyaku?!" To put it sinply, that was just a joke. And to
t hose who protested that Akamatsu was nothing nore than a
bad joke, | amvery repentant. But getting so many letters
about such little things actually nmakes ne very sad. I'ma
manga arti st and only human. Shinsengum fans, Can’'t you
read this manga a little nore forgivingly . "

*The Gatotsu isn’'t a real technique. Saitou Hajine s special
techni que was the | eft-handed one-sword stab, but I changed
it around for a boy’'s nagazine to be the Gatotsu. But the
Shi nsengum ’'s specialty, the Hratsuki, is real.

source http://ww. mai go-chan. org/rk7_55. ht m
Saitou Hajinme' s Past
Saitou Hajine (Captain of the Shinsengumi 3rd Troop)

Saitou Hajine seens to have struck second fanme in Japan
followi ng his appearance in RKI There are certainly a | ot of
i nfo about himon the web. Seens to be a nysterious guy even
inreal life... A so, everything about himthat came out in
RK (except Shishio and Kenshin, of course) is real history.

| got a shock there!

Right. First of all, his origins seens a bit obscure. One
theory is that he’s the son of a ronin. Another says he

hail ed from Edo, son of a Bakufu official, and that he'd
cone to Kyoto after accidentally killing a person in Edo.

Yet another clainms that he’'s a son of the 12th Shogun?! and
yet another says that he was a spy of the Al zu han placed in
the early Roshitai. Talk about a nystery guy. H s nane,
Haj i me (meaning "one" or "start" as in another kanji") was
because that he was born on the 1st day of the 1st nonth,

t hough there are other reports as to his birthday.

He entered the Shinsengum "sponsored" by the Aizu han,
under the nanme of Yamaguchi Jirou, when he served as one of

Hijikata' s assistants. Hi s nost powerful sword skill is the
"Left-hand single thrust” (but *not* Gatotsu, that’s
WAt suki -san’s creation), this skill is even nore destructive

than Ckita's 3-piece thrust!
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In fact, Saitou, together with Ckita and Nagakura, were
hail ed as the 3 strongest swordsman of the Shinsengum .

Sai tou assassinated a | ot of corrupted Shinsengum nenbers.
Eg, Itou Kashitarou and co., Takeda Kanryuusai and ot hers.
And yeah, Aku.Zoku. San was no invention of Watsuki - it was
a notto of the whole Shinsengum!

He was al so a great drinker! The creator of one Shinsengum
website stated that "he’'s a different person when drunk"
(I"mnot sure whether this refers to "l desire to kill once
["mdrunk”). In fact, he finally passed away because of a
stomach ul cer, caused by excessive drinking. Unfortunately,
| still can’t verify that he snokes all the tine, or that
his favorite food is soba... help, anyone? Saitou’s w fe,
Takagi Toki o, was the daughter of an inportant Aizu
official - in fact,the m ddl e-man was none ot her than the
Dai myo of Aizu hinself! They (Saitou and Takagi Tokio) were
married in the 6th year of Meiji (1873), and their first son,
Tsutomu was born in the 9th year (1876).After the Ishin
governnent was forned, he changed his nane and worked as a
kendo instructor in a university. In 1877, the 10th year of
Meiji, he joined the police troop with perm ssion of
carrying a sword to fight in the Seinan War, the one where
Sai go Takanori rebelled against the Meiji governnent in

Sat suma. Saitou did this under the nanme of Fujita Gorou.
After which he becane a spy

directly responsible to the Police Conm ssioner, Kawaji
Toshiyoshi. (I was really shocked at this one... Watsuki can
really interweave fact and fiction!)

Sai tou worked as a guard of a nuseumin Tokyo when he was
quite a senior citizen. Aiter his retirenent, he seened to
spend a lot of tinme thinking. Pity I can’t understand his
grandchild s remarks in the Japanese honepage. Anyway,

Sai tou passed away on 27/9/1915, 4th year of Taisho, at the
ripe old age of 72.

source http://ww. ani nedat . com’ Kenshi n/ Kenchar . ht m
The Character Saitou Hajine or Fujita Gorou

A man of many skills, Saitou Hajine is not soneone to take
lightly. Originally of the Shinsengum group, he |ater
becanme a governnment agent. He posed as a nedici ne peddl er
when searching for Kenshin at the Kam ya Dojo. Going by
several nanes, he calls hinself Fujita Gorou. Al so known as
Mbu s wolf, his reputation as a cunning and nerciless man
proceed himin nost situations.

Haj i me was another rival of Kenshin’s back when he was an
assassin. He is the | eader of the 3rd squad of the
Shinsengum . He's sword technique is the Gatotsu. He is now
a police officer.
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Nane: Saitou Hajine

Hei ght: 183cm Wei ght: 71kg

Born: 1844

Birthdate: Sonmetine in January

Bi rt hpl ace: Tokyo

Zodi ac: Capricorn

Bl oodt ype: O type

Equi pnent: Japanese Sword (Sword of Minei)
Current Style: M zoguchi haittouryuu

source http://ww. mai son- ot aku. net/ ~nuri ko/ sai t ou. ht m

[ Techni que List]

This section will try to cover the various techni ques that
are used within the styles of RUROUNI KENSHI N. Speci al

t hanks nust be given to KENSH N GUM

htt p: / / www. st udi ounnei . com kenshin/ ) for hel ping us out.

H TEN M TSURUG@ RYUU
Do Ryuu Sen (G ound Dragon Fl ash):

Used by raising the sword up, then imediately bringing it
towards the earth, striking the blade with i mense force
agai nst the ground, the force of the strike will cause the
ground to expl ode at the opponent, sending a shower of rocks
towards them

Ryuu Sou Sen (Double Lair Flash):

VWil e performng this technique, Kaoru noted that Kenshin’s
sakabatou seened to fly. The Ryuu Sou Sen consists of
extrenely fast, repeated bl ows towards an opponent. It’s

mai nly used for those who won’'t be taken out with sinply one
hit.

Ryuu Sou Sen Garam :

A different version of the Ruyu Sou Sen, in which the bl ows
are directed at the neck. the 'Garam’' kanji at the end of
the skill sinply neans 'to attack at the head.

Ryuu Kan Sen (Dragon Wnd up Fl ash):

Utilized when Kenshin is beside the opponent, he then turns,
delivering a backhanded swi ng at the opponent, usually
towards their neck. The Ryuu Kan Sen is a nove best used as
a counter-attack, rather than an initial nove.
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Ryuu Kan Sen Kogar ashi :

The easiest way to describe this technique is that it is a
nore powerful version of the Ryuu Kan Sen.

Ryuu Kan Sen Tsunuji (Dragon wi ndup flash hair spin):

Anot her enhanced version of the Ryuu Kan Sen, the tsunuji
begins with an extrenely fast |unge towards an opponent,
then using the force of the body turning to hit themin the
neck. The speed fromthis attack can make | anding difficult
however .

Ryuu Tsui Sen (Dragon Mallet Flash):

The Ryuu Tsui Sen is the nost frequently used technique in
the series; it begins by |eaping up, then descendi ng towards
your opponent, using your weight and force of the landing to
hanmer the opponent towards the ground.

Ryuu Tsui Sen Zan (Dragon Mallet Flash Cut):

The nore | ethal version of the Ryuu Tsui Sen, in which the
bl ade i s poised directly dowward so that while descendi ng,
it cuts conpletely through an adversary.

Ryuu Shou Sen (Rising Dragon Flash):

A rising attack, where Kenshin places his right hand agai nst
the bottom of his blade, holding it horizontally above his
head, then rises straight up, hitting the sword towards the
opponent’ s neck.

Ryuu Tsui Shou Sen (Dragon Mallot rising flash):
A conbi nation of the Ryuu Tsui Sen and the Ryuu Shou Sen,
begi nning with Kenshin descendi ng downward with the Ryuu

Tsui Sen, then imediately rising back up wth the Ryuu Shou
Sen for a double hit attack.

Arashi (Storm:

Anot her techni que Kenshin invented on the spot, during a
fight. He curls hinself into a ball, spinning in a conplete
circle wwth his sword extended.

H Ryuu Sen (Flying Dragon Fl ash):

A sprung sword techni que, where the user draws the sword out
of the saya (sheath) quickly with the |eft hand, sending the
sword flying |ike an arrow, aimng the hilt at a vital point

Sou Ryuu Sen (Paired Dragon Flash):
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Anot her of Kenshin's battoujutsu techniques. Since the bl ade
of Kenshin’s sword is reversed, his speed with any
battoujutsu is slower than if he were using a normal katana.
The Sou Ryuu Sen is Kenshin's way of inprovising for the

sl ower speed of his sakabatou. The technique begins |ike a
normal battoujutsu; drawing the sword with i nmense speed
fromthe saya. Wen the sword strike is blocked or evaded,
Kenshin uses his saya for a second attack. So the Sou Ryuu
Sen is a two sword Battouj utsu.

Sou Ryuu Sen | katsuchi (Paired Dragon Thunder Flash):

A different version of the Sou Ryuu Sen taught to Kenshin by
H ko before the succession techniques. Unlike the normal Sou
Ryuu Sen, this technique is initiated by attacking wth the
saya first, instead of the sword. Afterwards, the user would
trap the other’s sword wth the saya, and finish the attack
with his own sword.

Kuzu Ryuu Sen (9 headed dragon flash):

"The types of attacks in kenjutsu--first, the Karatake
(downward stroke), Kesagiri, the slantwi se downward stroke
to the shoul der, reverse Kesagiri, right Nagi (belly stroke),
|l eft Nagi (reverse belly stroke), right upward cut, left
upward cut, and the Sakakaze, upward stroke. Finally, the
stroke that pierces at the shortest range to the chest, the
Tsuki. In all the schools there is no killing technique that
does not aimfor one of those nine points. Naturally, the
stancesof defense were devel oped to correspond to these sane
ni ne points. But If you nove wth the godlike speed of the
Hiten Mtsurugi Ryuu and strike at all nine points at once,
there is no possibility of defense." -H ko Seijuurou

The Kuzu Ryuu Sen is the second nost powerful technique of
the Hten Mtsurugi Ryuu, which strikes all 9 vital points
at one tinme. As H ko stated, there is no way to defend
onesel f against this technique. This nove was only countered
agai nst once, by Seta Soujirou, who noved faster than the
speed of the Kuzu Ryuu Sen, and |anded in a slash on
Kenshi n’ s back.

Amakakeru Ryuu no Hiranmeki (Heaven's Soaring Dragon Flash):

The Amakakeru Ryuu no Hiraneki is the nost powerful

techni que of the Hten Mtsurugi School. Normally, when
usi ng battoujutsu, one places the right leg in front of the
left leg, however, as noted by Soujirou, at the |ast nonent
before the attack, Kenshin put his left leg in front of his
right leg before drawi ng his sword. This techni que is nost
likely the one flawl ess technique of the Hten Mtsurug

Ryuu.
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If by any chance the initial blowis blocked, the air is

di spl aced by the power and inpact of the first, blocked bl ow,
shattering the air around the opponent and draw ng the
opponent in. The second bl ow uses the pent up force fromthe
first to accelerate the blow, thus hitting themwith a nore
powerful hit the second tine around.

Ryuu Mei Sen

Only used once in the entire series, and only in the manga,
the Ryuu Mei Sen is a godspeed nout ouj utsu (sword-sheat hi ng
techni ques; the opposite of a battoujutsu). Wereas al

ot her attacks represent the fangs or claws of a dragon, the
Ryuu Mei Sen represents the scream of a dragon. The high-
pitched sound of the sheath’s reverberations strike the
opponent’ s hei ghtened senses and paral yze them

M ZOGUCH HI I TOU RYWU

Gatotsu (M zoguchi Hiitou Ryuu) is the specialty of Saitou
Hajinme in the Rurouni Kenshin series. Gatotsu wasn’'t used by
the real Saitou Hajine in history, his specialty was a | eft
handed sword thrust, but Watsuki decided to change it around
for a boy's manga. But the Hratsuki strike, the specialty
of the Shinsengum, WAS a real technique. Well, enough on
the historical references, nowto get into detail about
Saitou's fighting style. The Gatotsu stance itself is done
by hol ding the blade by the hilt in the Ieft hand, and

poi sing the right hand above the kisaki (tip) of the bl ade
(Kind of like a pool stick.) Then lead off wth the right
foot. It's a refined stabbing technique, and has different
forms of the technique for different situations, which are
as foll ows:

Gatotsu Ishiki (Gatotsu First Stance): A straight forward
attack, the neck, chest, shoul der, and head are the usua
t argets.

Gatotsu Nishi ki (Gatotsu Second Stance): Used fromthe air
to the ground, cutting diagonally from above.

Gat ot su Sanshi ki (Gatotsu Third Stance): Anti-air nove, used
fromground to air, neant to intercept the opponent from above.

Gat ot su Zeroshi ki (Gatotsu Zero Stance): Gatotsu done at a
poi nt bl ank range, requiring no running start or visible |eg
power. Very powerful, managed to split Usui into two
different pieces. (In the manga, in the televised series he
was only pinned to the wall by it.)
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WATOUJUTSU

Watoujutsu literally nmeans ' Anci ent Japanese Sword Skill’

It is a chinese styled kenjutsu used by Enishi in the nmanga
series. It is a style of Kenjutsu which m xes the speed and
sl ashing style of a nihontou, with the flexible novenents
and strength techniques that are typical of chinese sword
arts. Enishi’s weapon in the manga is a m x between a

ni hontou (j apanese sword) and a chinese sword. The hilt
design is ornate |like a chinese sword, and the blade is

| onger than a ni hontou, but unlike a chinese sword, it has
nore curvature. Overall, his blade can be mainly classified
as a tachi, the extrenely | ong bl ade used before the Sengoku
era.

Shuugeki Tou Sei: The techni que begins with the tach
positioned so that the tip is pointed at the ground.
Afterwards the weapon is swng upwards, followed by a
powerful kick to the reverse side of the blade. The kick
Itself serves to greatly anplify the force and speed behi nd
what would be an a relatively slow and noderately powered
swi ng. The power of this attack is enough to easily shatter
the trunk of a tree, as shown by Enishi in one of the later
manga.

Kai shi Tou Sei: A counter technique that begins with Enish
hamrering the bottomof his tachi’s hilt against the bl ade
of his opponent’s sword to stop an oncom ng attack, and then
pi voting on one foot to send a swift thrust to the chest of
hi s adversary.

Shou Ha Tou Sei: This technique is simlar to the Shuugek
Tou Sei in the manner that an extra hit is used to increase
the power behind the strike. Enishi starts the technique by
bringi ng the bl ade over his head while bringing his left
hand up, then he smacks his | eft hand agai nst the blunt edge
of the bl ade, proceeding to bring the blade forward once
nore in an al nost whip-Ilike manner.

Chou Ten Tou Sei: An anti-air technique used as a follow up
in the event that the shou ha tousei m sses. The Chou Ten

Tou Sei begins with the tachi stuck in the ground, afterwards
Eni shi uses the bottomof the hilt as a stepping stone, and
then |l eaps to the air while pulling the tachi itself from
the ground by the cord attached to the hilt. Enishi then
drags his weapon upwards using the cord, while using his

ot her his other hand agai nst the tsuba (sword guard) of his
weapon, forcing the flat of the blade into his opponent’s

st omach.

Sen Ran Tou Sei: This techni que begins with Enishi poised in
a crouch, left leg bent inward, right | eg extended, and both
arnms drawn, tachi held upward at a di agonal angle.
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The skill itself is
repeatedly on his |
afterwards he begin
bl ade extended, wt

initiated by Enishi spinning around
eft foot to gain nonmentum for his attack
S to spin around towards his opponent,

h a destructive force simlar to a tornado.
Shi kkuu Tou Sei: An attack used while airborne, the Shikkuu
Tou Sei is one of Enishi’s sinpler techniques. The tachi is
hel d behi nd Eni shi and then swung in a powerful, overhand
arc wth one hand towards his adversary.

Gou Tsui Tou Sei: This technique begins as a powerful thrust
at an opponent’s mdsection or chest. \Wen the stab connects,
the blade is then held vertically while the person remains
on it, then swng forward to throw themforcefully fromthe
bl ade. In the manga, Kenshin stopped hinself from being

i npal ed by using his armto take the brunt of the stab.

Zetsugi : Ko Fuku Zetsu Tousei: Enishi’s strongest attack,

whi ch begins with himholding his tachi with the hilt facing
down, and the blunt end of the blade held parallel to the
back of his arm Afterwards he sinks into a stance simlar
to that of the Sen Ran Tou Sei, simlar to that of a tiger
poi sed and ready for an attack (hence the nane). Instead of
spinning like the Sen Ran Tou Sei, the attack itself is an
extrenely swi ft |unge, upon which Enishi rises and brings
his tachi fiercely along his opponent’s upper body.

Note: A rough translation for zetsugi is "Utimte

Attack/ Unparalleled Attack”. In essence, it is equivalent to
an 'ougi’, being the strongest attack of Enishi’s style of
kenj ut su.

TENBU NO SAI N YORU KEN

Shukuchi (Reduced Earth): The Shi kuchi is a body techni que
In which the user springs fromtheir initial speed directly
into their top speed wthin an instant, through i mense
strength of the I egs, penetrating the range of the opponent
in an instant. To any ordinary person, it would |ook |ike
the di stance between the two fighters has shrunk. Hence the
name, "Reduced Earth." During his fight with Kenshin,
Soujirou continually states he’s only noving "three steps
bel ow Shukuchi" or "two steps bel ow shukuchi." Wil e noving
at this speed, the only thing that could be seen was
Soujirou s footsteps ripping through the tatam mat. Wile
doi ng the true Shukuchi, Soujirou sinply cannot be seen,
even by Kenshi n.
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Shun Ten Satsu (I nstant Heaven Murder): Soujirou’ s other
nanmed t echni que, named so because the speed behind the
attack is so swft that "there isn’t an instant even to fee
the pain." The Shun Ten Satsu is sinply Soujirou conbining
battoujutsu with the true Shukuchi. The speed behind the
Shun Ten Satsu conpletely equals to that of Kenshin's
Amakakeru Ryu no Hraneki. In terns of power however, it is
slightly weaker than the Hiten Mtsurugi ougi.

SATSU JI N KEN

Mugenjin: Miugenjin isn’'t the nane of a technique, it’'s the
name of the sword Shishio uses. This bl ade appears nor nal
when you first ook at it, however, on closer inspection,
you notice that the edge is jagged with tiny teeth, nuch

i ke the blade of a saw. This jagged edge is the key to nost
of Shi shi o s hiken.

I no hiken - Homura dama: The first of Shishio’ s hiken, the
Honmura dama is a constant flame surroundi ng Shishio s sword.
The secret behind this technique cones fromall the people
Shishio has killed. The oils and fats from human bodi es
col l ected on Shishio s blade over tinme. So by dragging the

kat ana agai nst the ground, or creating the right anmount of
friction, the spark will generate the flanmes around his bl ade.

Ni no hiken - Guren Kaina: The bl ack gl oves Shishio wears

wer e soaked in gunpowder. The Guren Kai na al so uses the

honmura dama in the attack. First Shishio gets a hold on the
opponent. Afterwards, he scratches the jagged edge of his

sword along his glove, igniting the homura dama, and causing
the flames to react with the gunpowder, triggering an expl osion.

Tsui no hi ken - Kaguzuchi: Shishio s final and nost powerful
techni que, which unfortunately, never connected with anyone
in the series. The kaguzuchi is initiated by Shishio hitting
his saya towards the bottom of Mugenjin’s blade, creating a
swirl of flanes, and eventually, a massive flam ng tornado.

SAI KI' KANUMA RYU KENJUTSU

Sai ki Kanuma Ryu Kenjutsu is a swordfighting style which
uses both the sword and sheath in it’s conbat techniques.
This style which is used only by Shigure Takim in the

Rur ouni Kenshin Movie - Ishinshishi no Requiem is a quite
versatile fighting style in which the practitioner can both
defend and attack in an instant or fake out an opponent.
When getting in the inital stance, the sheath is |ed out and
tied to the left hand by the sageo (scabbard cord) while the
sword is held in the right hand.
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One interesting note is that the saya (sheath) is covered
with nmetal instead of being only wood, so that attacks can
al so be made with the saya.

Kanuma Shougetsu Ken (H dden Moon’s Sword): Used with both
sword and saya (sheath. Wth the saya held in the left hand
the user holds the saya out in a Chudan (m ddle position) as
a distraction, while his sword is held down and to the back,
concealing the blade fromthe opponent. Fromthis technique
stance, the user can nake an attack from bel ow, above, or
fromeither side with his blade. If the attack with the

bl ade is bl ocked, a counter attack can be nmade with the saya.

Kanuma Shouyo Ken (H dden Sun’s Sword): Shouyo Ken is a
technique that’'s a double strike in a horizontal circular
notion. This attack is executed by striking first with the
saya. If the opponent bl ocks the attack the user then traps
t he opponents sword and attacks with his own. (This attack
Is simlar to the Soryusen | kazuchi technique in Hiten

M tsurugi Ryu).

Shouyo Ken #2: The variation of Shouyo Ken is if the
opponent evades the first strike with the saya. Wen this
occurs the user would then | aunch the saya out of his |eft
hand at the opponent, usually aimng for a weak spot or a
previ ous wound. After attacking, the saya is retrieved by
pul l'ing back on the cord attached fromthe users |left hand
to the saya. This attack inceases the conbative range of the
user by at since the saya can be | aunched out further than
the length of a sword.

Kanuma Shouen Ken (H dden Flane’s Sword): In this techni que
the user strikes the ground with saya and scrapes the ground
in a circular notion, igniting anything on the ground, i.e.

| eaves. This causes a wall of flanme which confuses the
opponent as to where an attack will cone from Fromthis
poi nt the user then dashes in with their sword extended out
aimng for a stab instead of a cut.

H ken Soutou Ken (Secret Paired Flying Sword): This
technique is basically an anti-air novenent in which the
user drops the saya and unsheat hes the waki zashi (short
sword) with the Ieft hand and | eaps up to intercept the
opponent. Before the opponent cones within range the user
crosses the swords in front of their body for either a
scissors attack or to catch the opponent’s sword in the
cross of their two swords.
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KCDACH N TOU RYUU

Kodachi N tou Ryuu (Doubl e Kodachi school) Is the name of
the fighting technique used by Shinonori Aoshi. During his
first appearance in the RK series, Aoshi used only one
kodachi, conbined with his kenpo skills to fight an opponent.
However, during Kenshin' s fight against Aoshi, the secret
and weaknesses behi nd Aoshi’s technique are unveiled. At

cl ose range, an opponent with a | onger sword has a blind
spot due to the Iong reach. Aoshi would then trap the sword
wi th his kodachi using the blind spot, and attack with his
fists, but whenever Aoshi attacked with his kodachi, the
blind spot was naturally elimnated. It is only at the

begi nni ng of the Kyoto saga when Aoshi begins to utilize his
two kodachi fighting style.

Gsosugi de Ugoki: A techni qgue where Aoshi noves around his
opponent at varying speeds, making nmultiple inages of

hi nsel f, and nmaking it even harder for the opponent to

di stinguish which is the real Aoshi, and which is the fake.

Kai t en Kenbu (Revol ving Sword Dance): The techni que Aosh
usual |y uses after disorienting the opponent with the ryusu
no ugoki. He closes in on the confused opponent, and spins
around three tinmes, giving his opponent three slashes to the
chest.

Kai ten Kenbu Rokuren (Six revolving sword dances): The nove
starts with Aoshi gripping his kodachi backhanded, running
forward, then beginning with his right, or left hand and

sl ashing six tinmes continuously.

Goku Juuji (Burning cross): A technique which begins with
Aoshi crossing both kodachi at the point, |like a pair of
scissors, then rushing forward and directing a stab at the
arteries in his opponent’s neck.

Onnmyou Hasshi: A darted sword techni que. Both kodachi are
thrown straight at the opponent, however, the second kodach
Is hidden directly behind the first. So the opponent would
only see one kodachi heading for himher in their line of sight.

Onnyou Kousa: A counter attack nove Aoshi used agai nst Ckina.
He bl ocked Ckina's tonfa wth his first kodachi, then
pressed his second kodachi agai nst the blade of the first
kodachi, forcing kina's tonfa to break under the pressure

of the two bl ades.

M SC

These are various techniques that are currently not in any
category at the nonent.
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Usui '’ s techni ques:

Shin-Gan (M nd’'s eye): Usui nost noted nove. It isn't magic
of any sort, but an extrenely well devel oped sense of
hearing. He can hear all the novenents of the human body,
the heartbeat which betrays their state of mnd, the
expansi on and contraction of nuscles, which allow himto
know how they plan to attack.

Pouken pougyoku hyakka ryouran: A technique where Usui
attacks with nultiple slashes fromhis spear, and repeated
thrusts fromthe iron base of the spear

[ Thanks & Cont act ]
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